Wild Horses Mark Time at New Holding Facility

A wild horse holding facility operated by the Nevada
Department of Corrections opened in May. The 20-acre
facility, southeast of Carson City, is designed to hold

500 adoption-ready wild horses.

“We are pleased to provide our inmates with opportuni-

ties for training and a positive work experience,” said

Jackie Crawford, director of the Department of
Corrections. “Inmates have constructed and fabricated a
top-notch facility, and now those who are chosen to care
for the wild horses
will learn about
large animal care

and maintenance.”

Wild horses arriving
at the facility have
already received
inoculations for com-
mon equine diseases,
an individual freeze

mark and been tested

Wild horses move into new facility.

to assure they do not

have equine infectious anemia. The prison holding
facility will free up space at the National Wild Horse
and Burro Center in Palomino Valley for prepping
excess animals from summer and fall gathers for the
adoption program. Removals resumed in Nevada in
July. Last year, the BLM Nevada removed about 6,770

animals from the rangelands as it strives to achieve

appropriate management levels in its wild horse herd

management areas.

The area devoted to the horse corrals is near the
Department of Correction’s Stewart facility. Inmates used
surplus, galvanized guardrail obtained from the
Department of Transportation for fencing, and converted
surplus materials like bomb crates into feeders. Silver
State (Prison) Industries fabricated the gate panels and a
round working tub for
sorting animals. Inmates
built a hydraulic

squeeze chute for treat-

ing or sorting animals.
Ten small pens are avail-
able for use by an on-
call veterinarian to treat
sick or injured animals. A
retainer pond was con-
structed near the facility
to handle routine

drainage and possible

heavy moisture situations.

The inmates will not be involved in training the wild horses
at the holding facility. The State of Nevada has an estray
horse gentling program at a nearby medium security

prison, operated through their Department of Agriculture.
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