Multiple Use Decision Process

After completing an allotment evaluation, the BLM uses a Multiple Use Decision (MUD) to establish livestock grazing, appropriate management levels for wild horse and burros, and recommendations for wildlife habitat management.
A Proposed Multiple Use Decision (PMUD) is issued under 43 CFR 4160, starting a 15-day protest period.  The PMUD is sent to the permittee(s) or lessee(s) and other affected interests and interested publics.  If disagreement exists on an allotment, permittee(s) or lessee(s) and other affected interests may protest the PMUD.  BLM considers all protests filed and then issues a Final Multiple Use Decision (FMUD), starting a 30-day appeal period.  If disagreement still exists with the FMUD, the permittee(s) or lessee(s) and other affected interests may appeal under 43 CFR 4160.4 and 4.470 for the livestock portion, 43 CFR 4.21 for the wild horse and burro portion and 43 CFR 4.21 for the wildlife portion. At the conclusion of the decision process the management actions are implemented and monitoring continues until the next evaluation.
Multiple Use Decision Format

All decisions issued as a result of completion of an allotment evaluation are issued in the MUD format.  The MUD format has four sections: Introduction; Livestock Grazing Management Decision; Wild Horse and Burro Management Decision; and Wildlife Decision.  Each of these sections includes a rationale, citation of appropriate authority, and information about protests and appeal procedures.
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