Mojave-Southern Great Basin Resource Advisory Council

Meeting Minutes

Friday, Oct. 18, 2002

John Ascuaga’s Nugget, Tahoe Room
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A copy of each attachment is listed in the text of, or at the end of these minutes, and also is on file with the official copy of the minutes in the Las Vegas Field Office of the BLM.  Persons desiring to review said minutes should contact Phillip Guerrero, public affairs specialist, at (702) 498-6088.

- A quorum present, vice-Chairman Steve Mellington called the meeting to order at 8:15 a.m. -

8:16 a.m. – Introductions:

· The Mojave-Southern Great Basin Resource Advisory Council members introduced themselves.

· Phil Guerrero, BLM Las Vegas Field Office public affairs officer, explained briefly the purpose of the RAC and documentation involved re: travel, etc.

8:26 a.m. – U.S. Forest Service issues/needs re: Spring Mountain Natural Resource Area (SMNRA); Steve Holdsambeck, U.S.F.S.:

· Need: Law Enforcement Personnel.

· Need: Wild Horse Specialist/Packer.

· Need: Fire Ecologist.

· Need: Returning wildland fire to its natural role in the environment utilizing the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).
· Issue: Unauthorized trails are proliferating annually.  Robert Maichle suggested rerouting trails.  Patrick Chicas suggested that an established trail loop be constructed.  Holdsambeck suggested diverting funding from the Southern Nevada Public Land Management Act (SNPLMA) to the Multiple Species Habitat Conservation Plan (MSHCP).  A brief discussion ensued.

· Need: Establish a Wilderness Permit system to help teach users about the sensitivity of the ecosystem.  Chicas suggested prohibiting overnight camping.  Discussion focused on establishing a so-called control point.  Holdsambeck said it has been tried, but did not work.

· Issue: Weed-free hay.

· Issue: Climbing permits – An estimated 10,000 to 20,000 climbers utilize the area annually.

· Need: Closure Area to limit camping within a specific number of feet from a natural spring.

· Need: A prohibition to limit target practice.

· Issue: The proliferation of so-called “Paint Ball Wars.”

· Issue: The feeding of wild horses.

· Trail management.

8:51 a.m. – Election of Officers:

· Billie Gayle Young nominated Jerry Helton as RAC Chairperson.  Robert Maichle seconded.  Unanimous approval.

· Patrick John Chicas nominated Steve Mellington as RAC vice-Chairperson.  Ben Patterson seconded.  Unanimous approval.
8:53 a.m. – BLM Field Office priority issues:

· BLM Las Vegas Field Office; Mark Morse, Las Vegas Field Manager:

1. The Clark County Lands Bill.

2. The Sloan Canyon National Conservation Area (NCA).

3. Eight new Wilderness Areas (WA).  Morse said no funding exists for a Wilderness Plan.

4. A competitive sale of 500 acres of BLM-administered public lands, which could raise approximately $50 million.  A portion of the proceeds could be utilized for management of the Sloan Canyon NCA.

5. Round IV Capital Improvements and Acquisitions.

6. The Oliver Ranch.

7. A redesign of the Red Rock National Conservation Area visitor’s center.

8. A proposal by Rinker Sand & Gravel to mine sand/gravel on public lands.

9. The Ivanpah Airport.

10. The protection of cultural resources.

11. Various energy projects, e.g., Kern River.

12. The Meadow Valley Environmental Impact Statement (EIS).

13. The Table Mountain EIS.

14. The Nellis Test Range Resource Management Plan (RMP).

· BLM Ely Field Office; Gene Kolkman, Ely Field Manager:

1. Various energy projects, e.g., the Toquop Energy Project.  Also included would be coal, gas and wind energy. 

2. Resource Management Plan.

3. Eastern Nevada Landscape Restoration Project.  The Eastern Nevada Landscape Coalition has tentatively scheduled the annual tour on Friday and Saturday, June 20-21, 2003.  The RAC will consider meeting Thursday through Saturday, June 19-21, 2003, for inclusion in the tour.  Kolkman suggested that the RAC meet in May to tour a fire rehabilitation project in the lower precipitation zones.

4. The Natural and Prescribed Fire Plan.

5. Relationships between development in Clark and Lincoln counties and impacts to aquifers in Lincoln and White Pine counties.

· BLM Las Vegas Field Office; Mark Morse, Las Vegas Field Manager:

1. Priority No. 1 is items 1-5.

2. Priority No. 2 is items 6-7.

3. Priority No. 3 is item 8.

4. Priority No. 4 is items 9-10.

5. Priority No. 5 is items 11-13.

· BLM Battle Mountain Field Office, John Winnepenninkx, Battle Mountain Assistant Field Manager for Renewable Resources:

1. A wind energy project.

2. Setting Appropriate Management Level (AML) for wild horses.

3. Grazing allotments.

- Mellington recessed the meeting at 9:35 a.m., and reconvened at 9:50 a.m. -

9:50 a.m. – Tentative RAC priorities:

· List of potentials (no specific order):

1. Cal Baird.

2. Nellis Gather.

3. OHV Guidelines and related issues.

4. Range Conditions and Improvements.

5. Grass (Conservation) Bank.

6. Streamlining the process for water improvements.

7. Permitted OHV events.

8. Air quality.

10:05 a.m. – Setting of RAC priorities for FY 2003:

· Broad outline (not prioritized):

1. Energy projects.

2. Mining issues.

3. Wild Horses & Burros, the setting of AML and participation in a Tri RAC subcommittee.

4. Clark County Public Lands Bill, e.g., Sloan Canyon NCA.

5. Range condition and improvements.

6. Southern Nevada Public Land Management Act.

7. Landscape Restoration, e.g., the Eastern Nevada Landscape Restoration Project (ENLRP) and Clark County.

8. U.S. Forest Service issues, i.e., OHV use, recreational climbers, possible closures and wilderness.

9. Water issues, e.g., aquifer depletion.

10. OHV

11. Red Rock NCA issues.

12. Ely District Resource Management Plan.

13. Tri-county wilderness.

14. Cultural resources.

10:25 a.m. – Establishment of Meeting Dates and Locations:

· Meeting dates/locations for FY 2003:

1. Thursday and Friday, Jan. 9-10, 2003, in Las Vegas, Nev.

2. Thursday and Friday, April 3-4, 2003, in Las Vegas or Pahrump, Nev.

3. Thursday, Friday, Saturday, June 19-21, 2003, in Ely, Nev.

4. Thursday and Friday, Sept. 4-5, 2003, in Caliente or Tonopah, Nev.

10:44 a.m. – List of RAC FY 2002 accomplishments:

· (See Attachment 1)

· It was reported that the Yomba Indian Tribe’s grazing trespass issue has been resolved and that their permit will be reinstated.

- There being no further business, Mellington adjourned the meeting at 10:53 a.m. -

     APPROVED BY:

_________________________                                   _________________________

Date





Steve Mellington, vice-Chairperson




            Mojave-Southern Great Basin Resource Advisory Council

Minutes provided by Chris Hanefeld, BLM Ely Field Office public affairs specialist
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1. List of RAC FY 2002 accomplishments.
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