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A copy of each attachment is listed in the text of or at the end of these minutes and is also on file with the official copy of the minutes in the Las Vegas Field Office of the BLM.  Persons desiring to review said minutes should contact Phillip Guerrero, public affairs specialist, at (702) 498-6088.

- A quorum present, Chairperson Jerry Helton called the meeting to order at 8:20 a.m. -

8:20 a.m. – Welcome by RAC Chairperson Jerry Helton, who turned the meeting over to vice-Chairperson Steve Mellington before departing.

8:25 a.m. – Clark County Conservation of Public Land and Natural Resources Act of 2002: Mark Morse, Las Vegas Field Office Manager.

· Morse said the Las Vegas Field Office has begun meeting with Congressional delegations and outside agencies and organizations re the Clark County Conservation of Public Land and Natural Resources Act of 2002.  Current time frames may be changed to achieve successful implementation.

· Morse provided the RAC a tentative time frame for actions to be taken re the Clark County Conservation of Public Land and Natural Resources Act of 2002.

· Morse said appraisals have begun for Step 1 re the Hughes Land Exchange.  Morse noted the cooperation from the Hughes Corporation (see Attachment 1).  Thalia Dondero asked what impact the Hughes Land Exchange would have on the Red Rock Canyon Natural Conservation Area (NCA).  Morse said development would probably occur along the boundary. Morse also noted that a detention dam would also be constructed inside the Red Rock Canyon NCA.  Billie Young asked if the RAC could form a subcommittee to study various ongoing issues at the Red Rock Canyon NCA.

· Morse said that wilderness too would be part of the Clark County Conservation of Public Land and Natural Resources Act of 2002.  He said initial actions would pertain to wilderness inside the Sloan Canyon NCA.  A brief discussion ensued re possible Congressional action on public lands administered by the BLM Ely Field Office.

· Morse said a 26,000-acre section of land in Clark County would be transferred to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.  Morse said also that a 10-acre section of property would be transferred to the National Park Service.

· Morse said that about 22,000 acres of public lands have been added to the Las Vegas Area Disposal Action.  He said there are at least three issues: 1) any parcel under 200 acres does not require a cultural survey, 2) Changes will need to be made re Threatened and Endangered Species, and, 3) Air Quality (Environmental Impact Statements are being done).

· Morse said the BLM was directed by congressional action to remove all segregations re the Invanpah Corridor.  Consequently, mining claims were filed.  The segregations were subsequently reinstated.  Of the public lands to be disposed of, Morse said 16,000 acres would be directed toward Clark County to provide a buffer for the proposed Invanpah Airport.  A corridor was also part of the disposal action, he said.

· Morse said actions would soon begin re Areas of Critical Concern (ACEC).

· Morse said the approximately 45,000-acre Sloan Canyon, near Henderson, Nev., is culturally significant.  It is also significant because of the “wilderness” contained therein, Morse said.  He said the Clark County Conservation of Public Land and Natural Resources Act of 2002 would create a Sloan Canyon NCA.  Thalia Dondero suggested that Arrow Canyon also be protected.  Morse agreed that there are many culturally significant areas locally.  Returning to the subject of Sloan Canyon, Morse suggested that a visitor’s center or perhaps a Docent program would be put in place to monitor tourism and protect the area.  He said achieving NCA status had a three-year time frame.

· Morse mentioned briefly a 500-acre parcel near Sloan Canyon that is to be disposed of under the Clark County Conservation of Public Land and Natural Resources Act of 2002.  He said that 95-percent of the money collected via the sale would be directed toward management of the loan Canyon NCA.  Five-percent of the sale proceeds would be directed toward local schools, he said.

· Morse said public lands have already been conveyed to the University of Nevada, Las Vegas campus.

· Morse said the Metro Shooting Range would be expanded by 176 acres.

· Morse mentioned briefly the land disposal action re Henderson College.  Completion is expected in June 2003.

· Morse said the BLM has developed with the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) a plan to sell public lands for low income housing in Las Vegas.  One parcel is a 10-acre tract and the other is a 20-acre tract, he said.

· Morse said an additional 320 acres of public lands would be disposed of by May 2004 with the recipient being “Olympic.”

· Morse said the BLM was also directed to sell directly to the City of Mesquite about 7,700 acres of public lands.  Morse briefly mentioned the Lincoln County Land Act of 2000 (BLM Ely Field Office) that came under protest.  He said there is opposition also re the sale of the 7,700 acres.  The 7,700-acre issue is currently before the Interior Board of Land Appeals (IBLA) with a ruling expected in approximately six months.

· Morse mentioned briefly the lands bill for eastern Nevada that is expected to be taken up by Congress this session.  He also mentioned briefly the Lincoln County Land Act of 2000, spearheaded by the BLM Ely Field Office.  Gene Drais explained briefly the current status of the Lincoln County Land Act of 2000.  Morse was asked to provide the RA with a brief summary on paper of the aforementioned legislation.

9:33 a.m. – Forest Service issues: Stephanie Philips, Deputy Forest Supervisor, and/or Steve Holdsambeck, District Ranger, Spring Mountains National Recreation Area.

· Stephanie Philips introduced herself, referring Forest Service issues to Steve Holdsambeck.  Holdsambeck asked Philips to talk briefly about her role re the Humboldt-Toiyabe National Forest.

· Steve Holdsambeck said winter recreation has become an overwhelming issue for Humboldt-Toiyabe staff.  He said staff is looking at some “proactive and innovative” solutions re crowd control in ski areas.

· Holdsambeck said Forest Service land acquisitions rounds 3 and 4 are underway.

· Holdsambeck said a Cultural Landscape Assessment is expected soon to be contracted for the Spring Mountains.

· Holdsambeck said a recent directive for federal land-management agencies to “outsource” work will change the future shape of the agencies, e.g., the BLM and Forest Service.  He said also that the Forest Service is expected to have six new staff members soon, including additional law enforcement personnel who will assist in addressing “trash” issues in local recreation areas.  A brief discussion ensued.  John Hiatt suggested that alcohol consumption in recreation areas be restricted and/or prohibited to lessen the “trash”.  Philips said restriction/prohibition alone is difficult to enforce and suggested that education be included in any action.  Philips suggested that wintertime concessionaires could be imposed upon to consider fees.  Robert Maichle suggested that the Las Vegas Police Department, or “Metro,” begin taking adequate law enforcement actions.  A brief discussion ensued that included public awareness measures.  Steve Parker asked about a proposed “shuttle” project.  Philips said the shuttle concept had been forwarded to Washington D.C. in hopes of obtaining funding for study.  A brief discussion ensued, which included the subject of law enforcement checkpoints.  It was noted that while all Forest Service personnel can write citations, there are safety and other issues.  Billie Young suggested the issue is educational in nature.  Thalia Dondero and Patrick John Chicas noted that family-type recreational opportunities should not be jeopardized, nor should families be punished for the actions of others.  A brief discussion ensued.  Chicas asked Morse how much funding the BLM receives via the SNPLMA.  It was noted that there are restrictions re use of funding.  Hiatt noted that public demand on federal land-management agencies is increasing, while funding is decreasing.  Morse said too that there are complexities re project funding and implementation.  Dondero suggested a visitor’s center at the entrance to recreation areas.  Chicas noted the continued debate re the same issue.  Chicas asked if the federal agencies had a long-term plan.  Philips said that the sudden population explosion had caught the agencies “off-guard.”  Chicas and Hiatt said the agencies shouldn’t have been surprised as population growth is occurring western-wide.  Dondero asked if the RAC should draft a resolution re funding should be written and sent to Nevada’s congressional delegation.  A brief discussion ensued re funding availability.  Chicas noted that unless a solution is implemented in a timely manner, the agencies could be subject to a lawsuit by the environmental groups, which, in effect, would “shut down” recreation areas for all publics.  A brief discussion ensued.  Steve Mellington said he would ask Phil Guerrero to research the possibility of writing a resolution.  Guerrero said the RAC could also write letters as individuals.  Guerrero too suggested the RAC discuss the issue with the Las Vegas Chamber of Commerce.  Jo Simpson said the RAC’s charter does not allow for the writing of a resolution to Congress.  The RAC can write a letter to the Forest Service, she said.

- Mellington recessed the meeting at 10:15 a.m., reconvening at 10:33 a.m. -

10:33 a.m. – Cal Baird: Grazing issue: presented by John Jamrog, BLM Las Vegas Field Office.

· John Jamrog briefly described Cal Baird’s (a livestock permittee) issues with vandalism, resulting in his redirecting traffic in the area.  His actions drew the attention of the Motorcycle Racing Association of Nevada (MRAN) and a local legislator.  Jamrog said Clark County has taken the lead in helping Baird to relocate his livestock operation outside Nevada.  Dondero asked if the blocked area is a “dedicated” route for Off-road vehicle (OHV) racing.  Jamrog said no, but the location of the site conflicts with a number of recreational uses, including that of organized off-road racing.  Maichle asked if Baird would receive credit for improvements made to the location – improvements that Maichle said Baird did not make.  A brief discussion then ensued re an increase in casual recreational use (organized off-road racing usage has remained the same).  Hiatt asked if Jamrog is proposing retiring (closing) the allotment to grazing.  Jamrog said yes.  Responding to Hiatt, Jamrog said the potential retirement would involve removing fencing, etc.  George Weisser asked Jamrog if the fencing could be re-used, hopefully in the “roadrunner” area.  Jamrog said yes.  Young asked Jamrog when the allotment could be retired/sold.  Jamrog said a sale had yet to be scheduled.  He said any action would be decided by the allotment retiring process, which has been subject to recent changes.  (Note that Dr. Colleen Beck arrived at the RAC meeting at 10:33 a.m.)

10:53 a.m. – Sloan Canyon National Conservation Area (NCA): presented by Tim O’Brien, NCA Manager and/or Stanton Rolf, BLM Archaeologist.

· Tim O’Brien introduced himself.

· O’Brien described the Sloan Canyon National Conservation Area (NCA) as about 45,000 acres in size.  He said the WSA contained therein is about 15,000 acres in size.  Jamrog then referred to a dedication ceremony scheduled in February 2003.

· Jamrog said the Clark County Conservation of Public Land and Natural Resources Act of 2002 established a three-year deadline for a management plan, whether it be contract or in-house.

· O’Brien said the BLM would be seeking input from all interested publics, e.g., Native Americans.

· Dispensing a map of Sloan Canyon, O’Brien invited the RAC to attend an already scheduled half-day tour of Sloan Canyon on Friday, Jan. 10, 2003 (see Attachment 2).

· John Hiatt asked what actions would be taken to protect Native American artwork, e.g., petroglyphs.  Susanne Rowe, BLM Las Vegas Field Office archeologist, responded that surveys would be taken before any facilities, e.g., structures, roads, would be constructed.  A brief discussion ensued.

· Mellington asked how much funding accompanied the legislation.  Morse responded that there was none.  He said previously received funding would be redirected to the Sloan Canyon NCA and reimbursed at a later date.  Morse said funding would also be located to provide for additional staff and to contract work.

11:15 a.m. – Toquop Land Exchange and Power Plant Issue: Gene Drais, BLM Ely Field Office RMP Project Manager.

· Gene Drais said the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) has been sent out.  He said comments are being analyzed and responses prepared.  Drais briefly described the project, using information printed in the BLM Ely Field Manager’s (see Attachment 3).

· Hiatt asked what individual would receive the property.  Drais said he understood that the Cogentrix company was still interested, but that Vidler Water Company may step forward if the former firm lacked adequate interest.

· It was suggested that Drais proceed at this time with the BLM Ely Field Manager’s Report (see Attachment 3).

1. Lincoln County Land Act of 2000 – Drais said the Lincoln County Land Act of 2000, passed in October 2000, provided for the sale of 13,500 acres of public lands in Lincoln County, Nev.  Combined with the 10,000 acres to be sold by the BLM Las Vegas Field Office, it would provide for the sale of 23,000 acres of public lands total.  The initial sale, held within a year’s time, succeeded in selling only one parcel – the smallest made available.  Drais said the deadline to sell all 13,500 acres is October 2005, provided changes are not made to the legislation.  Thalia Dondero asked how much per acre the property was to sell for.  Drais said the total acreage was appraised at $6 million.  Patrick John Chicas asked how far below the surface the underground aquifer was.  Hiatt said the water table was difficult to adequately define, but that drilling indicated the aquifer to be about 3,500 feet below the surface.  He said long-term prospects for ground water is limited.

2. Tri-County wilderness – Drais said anticipated congressional legislation would probably include wilderness, ACECs, etc.  He said the legislation is expected to be completed and approved by Congress within the next two years.  Hiatt asked if there were any proposed NCAs.  Drais said he was not aware of any at this time.

3. Monte Cristo HMA Gather – Drais said 539 wild horses have been captured to date.  He said the gather was temporarily suspended Saturday, Jan. 4, due to a lack of animals gathered in the latter days.  A census is scheduled on Feb. 2, with a decision to be made re resuming the gather shortly after.

4. Ely Resource Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement (RMP/EIS) – Drais said he hopes to have the Notice of Intent (NOI) published by mid-February.

11:45 a.m. – BLM Battle Mountain Field Manager’s Report, Bill Fisher, BLM Battle Mountain Assistant Field Manager (see Attachment 4).

· Bill Fisher said a recent Off-road vehicle (OHV) competition in Nye County caused damage to public lands.  He said no further competitive event permits will be issued until the situation is resolved.

· Billie Young requested to be kept up to date on the Central Nevada Elk planning process via documentation.  Hiatt noted that landscape changes, i.e., resource degradation, due to fire suppresion, etc., has resulted in a shrinking of grazing areas.  Fisher said the field office is utilizing the eastern Nevada Elk Plan as a guide to deal with the issue.  Fisher said he would not automatically blame livestock (cattle) grazing for the issue, nor would he espouse further restricting the permittees.  (Note that Jerry Helton returned to the RAC meeting at 12:06 p.m.)

· John Hiatt asked if firms pursuing wind energy projects on public lands were required to share information collected with the BLM.  Fisher said no.  A brief discussion ensued.  Jerry Helton suggested exploring options for collecting that information.  Hiatt said he wanted only to know if the information was available and, if not, how to gather such information.  Helton said it was not in the BLM’s charter to collect such data.

· Fisher noted also that approximately 30 horses were currently in trespass and slated for gather.  He said that once they were determined to be domestic or wild, the wild horses would be re-released.

- Mellington recessed the meeting for lunch at 12:20 p.m. -

LUNCH

- Mellington called the meeting to order at 12:50 p.m. -

12:50 p.m. – BLM Battle Mountain Field Manager’s Report, Bill Fisher, BLM Battle Mountain Assistant Field Manager (continued).

· Fisher said a horse impoundment is tentatively scheduled in February 2003 in the Silver Creek area.  He said the horses have been in trespass since 1999, mixing with the wild horse herds.  Consequently, the BLM will gather all the horses, releasing the wild horses only.  Fisher anticipates gathering a total of 70-80 horses.  Billie Young asked how the BLM will determine which horses are wild.  Fisher said it will be up to a brand inspector and wild horse specialist.

· Fisher said a decision is expected in 2003 re an independent BLM Tonopah Field Office.  He said the “footprint” has yet to be determined and asked for input from the RAC.

1:10 p.m. – BLM Las Vegas Field Manager’s Report, Mark Morse, BLM Las Vegas Field Manager (see Attachment 5).

· Morse said the Clark County Conservation of Public Land and Natural Resources Act of 2002 is time sensitive.

· Morse said about 1,100 acres of public lands were sold in November 2002 for approximately $180 million.  He said local resident Robert Hall filed an injunction protesting the sale.  Morse said the BLM is scheduled on May 1, 2003, to sell 1,039 acres of public lands and expects to receive between $100 million and $130 million.  A brief discussion ensued re Robert Hall and the use of so-called “postage stamp appeals.”  Morse received a telephone call and departed the meeting temporarily.

1:21 p.m. – Billie Young discussed briefly a proposal to ship wild horses to Sonora, Mexico.  She cited concerns about “loss of control” of wild horses and use of taxpayer’s dollars.  A brief discussion ensued.  Jerry Helton asked how many horses the BLM needs to put in sanctuary.  Hiatt asked how many horses are currently in holding facilities.  Young said that today the holding facilities and sanctuaries are filled to capacity.  A brief discussion ensued, re more wild horses being placed in the BLM “system” than are being adopted, e.g., in FY 2002, approximately 7,000 wild horses were gathered on BLM-administered public lands and about 4,000 wild horses adopted.  Jo Simpson noted that there are a number of proposals on the table other than the one involving the nation of Mexico.

1:28 p.m. – BLM Las Vegas Field Manager’s Report, Mark Morse, BLM Las Vegas Field Manager (continued).

· Morse said about a 3,000-acre sale is scheduled in November 2003.

· Morse said the 7,700-acre sale of BLM-administered public lands near Mesquite is still on the table.

· Morse said Clark County has made a request for an appraisal of 1,000 acres re the Ivanpah Airport.  The appraisal is expected in June 2003 and is estimated to be at or about $2 million.

· Morse said a proposal is in for Round 4 for the Oliver Ranch Environmental Education Center.

· Morse said a proposal is in for renovations to the Red Rock Canyon NCA Visitor’s Center.  He said safety, i.e., rock climbers, is an issue at the Red Rock Canyon NCA.

· Morse said the dedication is scheduled February 17, 2003, at the Sloan Canyon NCA.  The management plan has a three-year deadline, he said.

· Morse said the BLM Las Vegas Field Office is still attempting to complete the Nellis Plan for wild horses – about a year behind schedule.

· Morse said an emergency gather was conducted in June-July 2002 at Oliver Ranch.  He said the horses were in poor condition and are being held at Oliver Ranch.  The horses will be returned as soon as there is sufficient forage and water, he said. 1:10 p.m. – BLM Las Vegas Field Manager’s Report, Mark Morse, BLM Las Vegas Field Manager (see Attachment 4).

· Morse said concerns remain re Off-road racing (OHV).

· Morse said Wilderness Areas (WA) are a top priority.

· Morse said the Multiple Species Habitat Conservation Plan (MSHCP) is a top priority.

· Morse updated the RAC on energy projects, i.e., Table Mountain Wind Energy, Ivanpah Gas Fund, Centennial Project and Kern River Gas Line (Red Rock).  He said that Meadow Valley and Moapa have been tabled or withdrawn.  The Primm Plant is almost on-line, he said.  Hiatt asked about wells for horses and the Kern River Pipeline, suggesting a conflict.  Billie Gayle-Young said pipeline restoration efforts would aid wild horses.  Morse said a new Herd Management area (HMA) will definitely not be considered.  Morse said the BLM would like to wean the wild horses away from the perennial springs.

· Hiatt complained that driving speeds on the road through the Red Rock Canyon NCA are still to fast.  Morse said one suggestion has been too return the highway to the BLM, which would establish fee stations at either end and lower the speed limit.  Jack Ramsey, a member of the public, said that the State of Nevada last summer turned down the aforementioned offer.  Jerry Helton said the Clark County Commission must push the Nevada Department of Transportation (NDOT), but an alternative route must be provided beforehand.  A brief discussion ensued.

2 p.m. – Public Comment.

· Billie Young said a letter has been sent to the national Wild Horse & Burro program re emergency wild horse gathers disrupting regularly scheduled wild horse gathers.  Young asked the board to also consider writing a letter to BLM Director Kathleen Clark re the issue, to wit, scheduling upsets and related funding inadequacies.  Robert Maichle agreed, noting that wild horse health is an issue.  John Hiatt suggested the RAC address the larger statewide issue.  A brief discussion ensued.  Jerry Helton suggested that any action results only from disastrous situations, i.e., the issue is not addressed until it is nearly too late to deal with.  A brief discussion ensued.  Helton asked if anything can be accomplished from within the BLM system.  He noted statements made by BLM Director Kathleen Clark at the 2002 National RAC meeting, in Phoenix, Ariz.  Young said that every year; there are emergencies, e.g., drought, wildland fire, etc.  She said those should not detract from regularly scheduled gathers.  George Weisser said a private project is underway to establish viewing areas.  He said that if enough communities followed suit, a sufficient number of the public would see the issues for themselves.  Hiatt and Maichle said that would only result in the public seeing healthy animals, not those that are suffering.  A brief discussion ensued.  It was decided to write a letter re the issue to BLM Director Kathleen Clark.
- Helton recessed the meeting at 2:36 p.m., reconvening at 2:50 a.m. -

2:50 p.m. – National RAC meeting in Phoenix, AZ.: Presented by Jerry Helton, Mojave-Southern Great Basin Resource Advisory Council chairperson.

· Jerry Helton told the RAC that BLM Director Kathleen Clark is result-oriented.  He said Clark believes that rural residents have a right to a quality of life, e.g., gainful employment, and that she is looking to the RACs to help the BLM be a responsible steward for the public lands and the public.  He noted the 4 Cs philosophy.  Helton said the individuals representing the RACs at the meeting agreed that a national coordinator would be a positive resource.  He said a similar position would be considered on a field office or state office level.  Discussion ensued.  Colleen Beck asked if the “quorum” issue was discussed.  George Weisser suggested a list of acronyms be provided RAC members.  Steve Mellington suggested that new members receive an orientation-type meeting prior to the annual statewide Tri-RAC meeting.  Hiatt said Clark was responsive to one meeting with an overlap of incoming and outgoing RAC members present.

3:20 p.m. –Ely Field Office Resource Management Plan and Environmental Impact Statement (Ely RMP/EIS): presented by Gene Drais, BLM Ely Field Office RMP Project Manager.

· Drais said the RMP/EIS would impact the entire BLM Ely District, i.e., Lincoln, White Pine and portions of Nye counties.  He said also that the geographic boundaries of the district might be changed, due to the possibility of a Tonopah Field Office.

· Drais said the RMP/EIS would be comprehensive.  He recapped the Ely District’s current Resource Management Plan/Management Framework Plans (RMP/MFPs) (see Attachment 2).

· Drais said the process will officially begin in mid to late-January with publication of the Notice of Intent (NOI).  He said official public scoping meetings would be scheduled in late February or early March.  Many more scoping-type meetings would also be held, he said.  The contractor is a firm entitled ENSR, said Drais.  Alternatives would be prepared in late spring or early summer with a document made available to the public in September, that depending on preparation and analysis, said Drais.  He said another series of public meetings would follow the document’s release.  The proposed RMP and final EIS would be made available to the public in Spring 2004.  Drais said the RMP/EIS is a “protestable” document and that he anticipates protests.  Drais said he hopes to have the protests resolved in approximately four months with a final Record of Decision completed in December 2004.

· Drais requested RAC participation in the Ely RMP/EIS process.

· Drais cited potential issues, e.g., implementation of the Great Basin Restoration Initiative (GBRI); the bio-diversity of plants and animals; riparian and wetland areas; livestock, wildlife and wild horses; cultural impacts; political and social impacts (land acquisitions and disposals); energy; mining; recreation and OHV use; etc.

· Drais said the Ely RMP/EIS would implement adaptive management as a tool.

· Drais said the BLM Ely Field Office has begun consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service concerning the issue of Threatened and Endangered Species (T & E) and has requested from the agency a biological opinion.

· Drais said the Ely RMP/EIS would ideally reflect the eastern Nevada Public Land Management Act.

· Robert Maichle asked if withdrawal requests should be made during the scoping process.  Drais said yes, if possible.

· John Hiatt asked how the Ely RMP/EIS would accomplish the goal of adaptive management.  Drais said adaptive management would be accomplished via full public involvement.  Hiatt noted that some of the “radically different” approaches to land management, i.e., vegetation, might require additional funding sources.

· Drais defined the “No Action Alternative,” noting that it is required by law, as continuation of existing management.

· Drais reiterated that the BLM desires full RAC participation.

4:10 p.m. – Southern Nevada Public Land Management Act: Round 3 Nominations, Libby Aberant, BLM Las Vegas Field Office (see Attachment 6).

· Aberant said there are 13 nominations in Round 3: Alamo Property; Coal Spring Property; Deer Creek No. 1; Deer Creek No. 2; Deer Creek No. 3; Deer Creek No. 4; Deer Creek No. 5; Deer Creek No. 6 (Benedict Property); Deer Creek No. 7 (North Palensky Lot); Deer Creek No. 8 (South Palensky Lot); Deer Creek No. 9 (Faccinto Lot); Schkade Property and Warm Springs Ranch (Muddy River).

· Aberant described briefly the properties.

· Robert Maichle asked what would be done with soon-to-be historic structures on the properties.  Aberant said the owner in question (Schkade’s) is looking at preservation alternatives if the Forest Service cannot or will not provide a viable solution.

· Colleen Beck suggested that the information include the property’s current owner. Aberant said it would be added to the BLM Las Vegas Field Office web page.

· John Hiatt said properties along the Muddy River would be “crown jewels” for the BLM.

· Jerry Helton repeatedly voiced his opposition to SNPLMA funding being used outside Clark County.

4:55 p.m. – Plan next meeting: April 3-4, 2003, Las Vegas/Pahrump (to be determined).

· The RAC agreed to conduct the April RAC meeting in Las Vegas.

4:58 p.m. – Robert Maichle said he would like to see the final OHV guidelines read and approved at the April RAC meeting.  Hiatt suggested that the RAC also place the Ely RMP/EIS on the April agenda.  A brief discussion ensued.

- There being no further business, Helton adjourned the meeting at 5:15 p.m. -
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