Mojave‑Southern Great Basin Resource Advisory Council

Meeting Minutes

Thursday, June 06,2002

BLM Ely Field Office

RAC members present

	Agee, Marta
	Ranching/Grazing

	Beck, colleen Dr.
	Archaeology/Historic

	Gayle-Young, Billie
	Wild Horse and Burro

	Helton, Jerry
	Transportation and Row

	Hiatt, John Dr.
	Wildlife

	Maichle, Steve
	Environment

	Mellington, Steve
	Public at Large

	Parker, Steven
	Academic/UNLV

	Patterson, Ben
	Ranching/Grazing


RAC members absent

	Allihan, Barbara
	Disperse Recreation

	Chicas, Patrick John
	Permitted Recreation

	Dondero, Thalia
	Elected Official

	Frank-Churchill, Maurice
	Native American

	Ioli, Mark
	Mineral Development


BLM personnel present

	Abbey, Bob
	BLM Nevada State Office director

	Kolkman, Gene
	BLM Ely Field Office manager

	Morse, Mark
	BLM Las Vegas Field Office manager

	Simpson, Jo
	BLM Nevada State Office public affairs

	Winnepenninkx, John
	BLM B.M. Field Office assistant field mgr.


Public participants

	No public attending
	N/A


A copy of each attachment is listed in the text of, or at the end of these minutes, and is also on file with the official copy of the minutes in the Las Vegas Field Office of the BLM. Person desiring to view said attachments should contact Phillip Guerrero, Las Vegas Field Office, at (702) 647‑5046.

- Chairman Jerry Helton opened the meeting at 2:40 p.m. -

BLM land sale, scheduled for May 14, 2002 has been delayed, Mark Morse, BLM Las

Vegas Field Office manager:

· A scheduled court hearing is underway in Las Vegas. Morse expressed hope for a

"fairly quick ruling." Morse said he plans to sell the land in mid‑July.

Morse also reported briefly on a June 5, 2002, fatality in the Red Rock Canyon National

Conservation Area.

Potential site/issues for August 2002 meeting:

· The RACs Native American representative, Maurice Frank‑Churchill, has

informed the board that he is no longer on the Yomba Shoshone tribal council.

Consequently, the RAC will have to change the location of its August meeting.

The RAC agreed to allow Kolkman and Morse to research potential issues for

discussion and return to the RAC. The next meeting is scheduled tentatively on

Aug. 21‑23, 2002, in Ely.

Public Comment Period: No public attending.

Sage Grouse update, John Hiatt (rescheduled from March 2002 meeting). Hiatt updated

the RAC on the Governor's Sage Grouse Habitat Conservation Plan. A brief discussion

followed.

Field Managers Updates:

Ely Field Office (see attachment 1):

· Responding to questions, Kolkman explained that the Ely District's

southern portion is in a drought. The northern portion is expected soon to follow.

Wild horses are impacted, but herds are at Appropriate Management Level

(AML). An emergency could be declared soon. Livestock operators too are affected.

· Responding to questions, Kolkman described briefly the Ely and Mount

Wilson Guest Ranch Community Urban Interface projects, updating the RAC on

progress to date, incl., cases pending in Federal District Court and IBLA. A brief

discussion ensued.

· Responding to questions, Kolkman explained briefly the Ely District's fire

rehabilitation projects.

· Maichle questioned a proposal by Wind Generation Power. Jeff Weeks, BLM Ely Field Office assistant manager for non‑renewable resources, said the company has not pursued the project since its initial proposal. A brief discussion ensued.

Las Vegas Field Office:

· Responding to a question by Maichle, Kolkman and Morse explained

briefly the benefits of the Glendale land exchange. Maichle expressed concerns

about speculation.

· Morse proffered verbal appreciation to RAC members Chicas (absent) and

Maichle for assisting in an Off Road Vehicle (OHV) racing issue. 

· Morse described briefly a recent visit to the BLM Las Vegas Field Office

by BLM Director Kathleen Clarke. Clarke is scheduled tentatively to meet Oct.

30,2002, with the various RAC chairpersons on Oct. 30, 2002, with Nevada's

RAC chairpersons.

· Morse mentioned briefly the two Red Rock Interpretive Center volunteers

scheduled to receive a national award.

· Morse discussed briefly various legislative issues, i.e., the Summerlin

Exchange, Wilderness Bill. Kolkman asked why such controversy over a WSA

near Mesquite. Hiatt explained area residents desire to ride OHV s.

· Morse briefly updated the RAC on the interpretive center.

· Morse briefly updated the RAC on the Oliver Ranch Education Center.

· Morse updated the RAC on proposed emergency gathers. Parker asked

Gayle‑ Young for an update on the Cold Creek wild horse issue (subject of a

January 2002 site visit). Gayle‑Young said the National Wild Horse Association

would oppose emergency gathers in the Cold Creek area until the U.S. Forest

Service attempts to resolve all issues, i.e., elk vs. horse, and water‑usage issues.

Gayle‑ Young said she would make available to RAC members an association

letter if they so desired. Gayle‑Young suggested the RAC provide formal

invitations to U.S.F.S. staff. Gayle‑Young thanked the BLM and RAC for the

January tour.

Battle Mountain Field Office (see attachment 2):

· Responding to questions, Winnepenninkx explained briefly local grazing and wild horse concerns created by drought conditions. Brief discussion followed.

Simpson updated the RAC on breaking news. A Navy aircraft crashed near Ione today.  The pilot ejected safely. The statewide RAC meeting is scheduled Oct. 17 ‑18: 2002, in Reno, Nev.

Abbey praised the RAC for its hard work, which today is seen in Washington, D.C.

Abbey urged the RAC to continue working hard through the upcoming challenges.

Kolkman updated the RAC about the Eastern Nevada Landscape Coalition (ENLC) tour,

scheduled Friday through Sunday, June 7‑9,2002.

Simpson updated the RAC on a RAC sub‑group, which is making progress on OHV

guidelines. A draft document should be available by September 2002 with a final

document available for signing in October 2002.

Helton asked the RAC if in August it would be willing to discuss and possibly

recommend revisions to the Southern Nevada Public Land Management Act to allow for

additional funding to improve the quality of life in southern Nevada. Brief discussion

ensued. The RAC agreed to place it on the agenda.

‑Chairman Jerry Helton adjourned the meeting at 5:55 p.m. –
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	Mojave-Southern Great Basin RAC


Minutes provided by Chris Hanefeld, BLM Ely Field Office public affairs specialist

Attachments:

1. BLM Ely Field Office manager's report.

2. Battle Mountain Field Office manager's report.
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