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Friday, Aug. 23, 2002
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A copy of each attachment is listed in the text of, or at the end of these minutes, and also is on file with the official copy of the minutes in the Las Vegas Field Office of the BLM.  Persons desiring to review said minutes should contact Phillip Guerrero, public affairs specialist, at (702) 498-6088.

- A quorum present, Chairman Jerry Helton called the meeting to order at 8:16 a.m. -

8:16 a.m. – Introductions.

8:19 a.m. – Clark County Conservation legislation, Mark Morse, BLM Las Vegas Field Manager (See Attachment 1).

· The Clark County Conservation of Public Land and Natural Resources Act of 2002 (SB2612) requires participation from the BLM Ely Field Office and the BLM Las Vegas Field Office.

· The legislation would make Coyote Springs (BLM Ely District) more developable.

· Approximately 450,000 acres of public lands will become Wilderness Area (WA).  Wilderness Study Areas (WSA) will remain unchanged until the legislation passes. The Sloan Canyon area will become a National Conservation Area (NCA).

· The legislation will not change Areas of Critical Concern (ACEC).

· Following are impacts specific to the BLM Las Vegas Field Office:

· The legislation would add about 23,000 acres to a proposed BLM land sale.  It would, however, significantly impact the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service.

· The Hughes Land Exchange would continue.

· Proposed land disposals would proceed.

· The Sunrise Landfill would go to Clark County.  The Sunrise Instant Study Area (ISA) would remain mostly unchanged.

· The legislation would allow land for a proposed state college in the Henderson area.

· About 500-550 acres located near Anthem would be put up for competitive sale.

· The proposed Sloan Canyon National Conservation Area (NCA) would probably meld (administratively) with the Red Rock NCA.  Off Highway Vehicles (OHV) would be restricted.

· Poor local planning could impact the City of Henderson’s airport, said John Hiatt.

· All the land disposal actions have specific time frames (180 days from passage of the legislation), said Morse.  He said none of the affected properties have been surveyed.

· The BLM Las Vegas Field Office would have three years to complete a plan for the Sloan WA, following passage of the legislation.

· There are NEPA concerns should land disposals be required within a 60-day period.

· There are discrepancies between the Senate and House versions of the Clark County Conservation of Public Land and Natural Resources Act of 2002.

- Helton recessed the meeting at 9:25 a.m., and reconvened at 9:45 a.m. -

9:45 a.m. – BLM Ely Field Office’s proposed land-use plan, Gene Kolkman, BLM Ely Field Manager.

· The BLM Ely District’s Resource Management Plan (RMP) Statement of Work has started.  Resource Advisory Council (RAC) members are necessary to help identify and scope issues, and find solutions.  Updates will be provided RAC members at each meeting.

· Issues include, but are not limited to, the following:

· OHV use.  Kolkman said the BLM Ely Field Office is currently working with local governments in Lincoln, Nye and White Pine counties.

· Oil & Gas exploration.

· Areas of Critical Concern (ACEC).

· Eastern Nevada Landscape Restoration Project (ENLRP).  A brief discussion ensued, i.e., the RMP, Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) and methodology to avoid and/or respond to appeals.  The project and issues might be placed on the agenda for the October Tri-RAC meeting.

· Habitat, wildlife, wild horses.

· Sagebrush obligate species.

· Energy (renewable and non-renewable).

· Land disposal improvements.  Jerry Helton suggested the BLM make public lands available for purposes providing local government higher tax revenues (for example, higher than agriculture).  Bob Maichle suggested the BLM dispose of public lands adjacent to private lands.

· Land exchanges.  John Hiatt warned the BLM against mandating an equal “acre-by-acre” exchange.

· Native American concerns, for example, the proposed Duckwater Tribal expansion and cultural issues.

10:44 a.m. – Closeout issues, i.e., drought, fire, land-use planning, planning amendments and wind energy issues.

· Jerry Helton asked RAC members if they wanted today to advise the BLM on any of the items above.  A brief discussion ensued.

· Dr. Steve Parker asked Gene Kolkman to clarify the meaning of Thursday’s tour of the post-Gleason Fire site.  Kolkman said the tour was meant to provide RAC members with the dynamics of natural process’, invasive species encroachment, drought impacts and urban interface issues.  A brief discussion ensued.  Parker asked about restoration efforts for areas burned by the Lost Cabin Fire in Clark County.  A brief discussion ensued.

11:08 a.m. – John Hiatt requested discussion re a meeting of Tri-RAC chairpersons and potential issues.  Jo Simpson said RAC members would receive soon an e-mail requesting input.  The Tri-RAC is scheduled to meet Thursday and Friday, Oct. 17-18, 2002, at John Asquaga’s Nugget, in Reno. Clark County Conservation of Public Land and Natural Resources Act of 2002.

11:14 a.m. – Gene Kolkman provided RAC members with a brief update on the local wild horse issue.  A brief discussion ensued.

- There being no further business, Helton adjourned the meeting at 11:17 a.m. -
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Minutes provided by Chris Hanefeld, BLM Ely Field Office public affairs specialist

Attachments:

1. Map of the Clark County Conservation of Public Land and Natural Resources Act of 2002.
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