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I.
RAC Attendance and Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes

10:25 a.m. Friday, October 18, 2002 – Meeting Called to Order by Vice Chair Tina Nappe with the following members present:

	Council Member
	Resource/Expertise
	Fri 10-18

	Jacques Etchegoyhen - CHAIR
	Elected Official
	

	Tina Nappe - VICE CHAIR
	Environment
	X

	Susie Askew
	Wild Horses & Burros
	X

	Karen Boeger
	Recreation
	X

	Gerry Emm
	Native Americans
	X

	John Falen
	Nevada Cattlemen
	X

	John Gebhardt
	State Agency
	X

	Jerry Hepworth
	Energy/Minerals
	X

	Jim Eidel
	Wildlife
	X

	Robert ‘Bob’ Kautz
	Archaeology
	

	John Mudge
	Mining
	X

	Ernest Paine
	Livestock
	X

	William ‘Bill’ Roullier
	Transportation/ROW
	

	Sherm Swanson
	Academic
	X

	Larie Trippet
	Public-at-Large
	X



MOVED – by John Falen to approve the minutes of the July 25 and 26 meeting.


SECONDED – by Susie Askew


Approved by acclamation.

II.
Summary of Motions

MOVED - by Karen Boeger to write a letter to BLM asking them to get the Walker River EIS released for public review.

SECONDED - by Jerry Hepworth 

DISCUSSION - Tina Nappe will draft the letter with the help of John Singlaub and Larie Trippet. 

Approved by acclamation

MOVED – by Jerry Hepworth that the RAC provisionally approve the OHV 


Guidelines as presented by the RAC OHV Subcommittee.


SECONDED – by Larie Trippet


DISCUSSION


Approved by acclamation.

III.
Summary of Action Assignments

1.
It was asked that overall status of horse gathers be put back into the field managers’ reports.

IV.
Introductions

BLM employees and Members of the RAC had already introduced themselves during the just concluded joint-RAC meeting.

V.
Field Managers’ Reports

Submission of Written Reports & Question and Answer Period

The Field Managers’ Reports are Appendices 1 and 2.

A.  Carson City Field Manager John Singlaub’s Question and Answer Period

John Singlaub told the group that a description of the Walker River EIS and the schedule for remaining administrative actions are included in his report.  BLM is trying to get the EIS released to the public by mid-November but hasn’t gotten a go ahead from the Federal settlement team. The EIS will probably be on the RAC agenda in January.  

The Treasury Department has approved BLM’s proposal to acquire title to Mustang Ranch and transfer all water rights to the Pyramid Lake Tribe.

Larie Trippet commented that there are some people from the Sand Mountain group that would like to work more closely with BLM.

Susie Askew told the group that she attended meetings concerning the Moundhouse site for the proposed new National Wild Horse & Burro Center.  There have been fears by wild horse and burro enthusiasts that the animals will be pulled off the Pine Nut area.  Susie felt that the Moundhouse director did a great job of calming these fears.  In answer to a question from John Falen, John Singlaub told the group that money for the Moundhouse project will not be taken from the wild horse and burro program, but will be above and beyond any appropriations that BLM now has. 

Jim Eidel asked what John Singlaub’s feelings are on talk by the Walker Lake working group that they are pulling out of the process.  John replied that the group said they would pull out if the salinity level went above a certain point.  He said he thought it would have been more productive if they had said they were pulling out to pursue a lawsuit, rather than just pulling out, that he isn’t sure what “just pulling out and going it on their own” means.  Jim Eidel commented that the salinity level in the lake is critical to the loon migration.  Karen Boeger asked if the RAC could make a recommendation to BLM to get the EIS released.  Larie Trippet added that he felt from the discussion at the Bridgeport meeting that the consensus of the RAC members is that it would be good to get the draft out, but he also recalled talking about a pause in the process.  Tina Nappe commented that Bennie Romero was trying to get the EIS set aside, and is considering sending a letter to Nevada State Director Bob Abbey asking him to set aside the draft.

MOVED - by Karen Boeger to write a letter to BLM asking them to get the Walker River EIS released for public review.

SECONDED - by Jerry Hepworth 

DISCUSSION - Tina Nappe will draft the letter with the help of John Singlaub and Larie Trippet. 

Approved by acclamation

Larie Trippet added that the BLM process should pause or stop after the release of the draft to allow the comments to be processed. 

RAC members discussed the compromise reached at the Bridgeport meeting to wait until, as Jacques said, “something becomes interesting” before scheduling a separate meeting to discuss the draft EIS.

Larie Trippet asked if there is an opportunity to have a planning group like the Black Rock subgroup work on the Pine Nut Plan.  John Singlaub told him that BLM has a group working on the same type of thing.

B.  Winnemucca Field Manager Terry Reed’s Question and Answer Period

Terry Reed told the group that the Burning Man was the smoothest and most incident free that has ever occurred.  John Mudge asked if BLM typically has money left over from the fee demo funds.  Terry answered that the BLM has overspent in the past, but as a rule has a little money left over.  BLM would like to have some money left over for management of the area, but does not depend on that.  Karen Boeger commented that she still has concerns that BLM should be inventorying dispersed impacts of the Burning Man event, especially visitation.  Terry told her that BLM sampling during the event indicates very little outside impact because Burning Man has done things to keep people inside the designated area.  Chris Freeman, a member of the public, commented that when he participated in Burning Man in the past he found that most people weren’t interested in coming back at other times.

Terry told the group that the 2002 fire season was more like a normal year, although BLM caught more small fires earlier which is a tribute to the District’s fire staff, increased training, the wild fire support group, and increased cooperation with rural fire departments.

The Winnemucca Field Office has several different kinds of land sales in the works.  The Orovada sale will probably take place late this fall or early winter.  BLM is working on innovative ways to get the DeLong sale completed.  

There is continued interest in wind energy in the Winnemucca District but not a lot of activity is taking place.

BLM is happy to see an increase in off-highway vehicle events in northern Nevada.  There is also an increased interest in holding more races.  BLM is always looking into ways to streamline the permitting process and keep costs down to the sponsoring groups.

Terry reviewed other information contained in the Field Manager’s Report including personnel information, Marigold Mine expansion, signing and approval of the Coeur Rochester Mine bonding settlement agreement, and the answer to a question about educational information distributed to recreational event participants that was asked at the July 25-26 RAC meeting in Bridgeport, California.  John Mudge asked if there were any objections from the outside to anything concerning the Coeur Rochester Mine bonding settlement agreement.  Terry answered that BLM did not end up issuing a formal decision, so there was no public comment period.

Susie Askew asked that overall status of horse gathers be put back into the field managers’ reports.

VI.
OHV Guideline Review

The RAC Commercial Pod at its meeting on October 17 endorsed the Draft OHV guidelines as presented by the RAC OHV Subcommittee with some additional comments. (Attached as an appendix)  The individual RACs were asked to comment on the guidelines in their individual meetings.


MOVED – by Jerry Hepworth that the RAC provisionally approve the OHV 


Guidelines as presented by the RAC OHV Subcommittee.


SECONDED – by Larie Trippet


DISCUSSION


Approved by acclamation.

Comments from the RAC include a proposed amendment to add a sentence to the end of the Preamble stating: “The OHV administration guidelines for Nevada Public Lands are designed to comply with Rangeland Health guidelines”; and adding the following italicized words to Education Guidelines bullet four, “Encourage the private and public sector…”

VII.
General Public Comment Period

There were no public comments.

VIII.
2003 RAC Calendar & Program of Work

January 28-29 (Tuesday & Wednesday), BLM-Carson City Field Office, 5665 Morgan Mill Road, Carson City, NV.  Major topics: Walker River EIS, report on national wild horse & burro program status, field trip to proposed National Wild Horse & Burro Adoption/Visitor Center site off US 50 in Moundhouse; plus a more detailed RAC discussion on remaining 2003 topics to be covered.

April 24-25 (Thursday & Friday), BLM-Nevada State Office, Great Basin A&B Conference Room, 1340 Financial Blvd., Reno, NV.  Major topics: Review of Black Rock NCA planning actions including the RAC Subgroup’s review of the Draft EIS; possible 1/2 day session with NE California RAC; status of Nevada counties wilderness package development; status of prescribed fire & wildland fire planning.  No field trip scheduled at this time.

July 24-25 (Thursday & Friday), BLM-Winnemucca Field Office, 5100 E. Winnemucca, Blvd., Winnemucca, NV.  Major topics:  Sage-grouse program review and inspection of fire rehabilitation sites including an overnight camping/field review in the Winnemucca Field Office area (RAC has requested the outfitter/guide from the 2001 camping trip!).  Other topics to include an update on the CCFO's Pine Nut Mountain Plan Amendment EIS and topics outlined at previous meetings.  Details to be ironed out later.
Terry Reed suggested that the RAC also look at input on future actions on energy development, ROWs, and LCT recovery; consider an organized look back at the use of standards and guides in multiple use management; examine fire planning; and get an overview of the BLM’s role in transportation corridors for the Yucca Mountain nuclear waste storage facility.

IX.
Meeting Adjourned

11:30AM

X.
Appendices (Available in hard copy only)

