Bureau of Land Management 

Wilderness and Wilderness Study Areas

Wilderness is an area mostly free of man’s influence; it is an area where man is a visitor who does not remain. Wilderness is an area affected primarily by the forces of nature; man’s imprint is mostly unnoticeable. BLM Nevada’s wilderness areas provide outstanding opportunities for solitude. The rugged terrain, large size and undeveloped nature offers a natural, primitive, solitary experience. 

BLM Nevada manages 24 wilderness areas and 83 wilderness study areas. Both designations are managed primarily for wilderness values. Wilderness management is in accordance with the Wilderness Act of 1964 and the Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 1976. An Interim Management Policy directs management of wilderness study areas. The Wilderness Act and the Interim Management Policy have no provisions or restrictions on the management or regulation of air space above wilderness or wilderness study areas. 

Motorized and Mechanized Vehicles and Equipment

Restricted activities in wilderness and WSAs revolve around motorized and mechanized vehicles and equipment. Motorized or mechanized equipment cannot be used in designated wilderness areas, including wheeled game carriers, chainsaws and mountain bikes. Motorized or mechanized equipment may be used on existing ways, or routes, within wilderness study areas. Persons requiring the use of wheelchairs may use them in wilderness areas. 

Helicopters are allowed to land in wilderness study areas, but not designated wilderness areas.

Emergency Situations

Motorized vehicles and equipment may be authorized for use in wilderness for emergencies involving public health and safety. If there is an accident, or someone is sick or injured, a helicopter or other means of transport would be authorized to enter. Law enforcement vehicles may also enter under certain circumstances.

Wildland fire fighting will be done using equipment and tactics to minimize impacts to wilderness values.

Recreational Activities

Recreational activities that may be pursued in wilderness include just about anything that doesn’t require mechanized or motorized equipment. Tent camping, rock climbing, rockhounding, hiking, horseback riding, backpacking, nature study and photography may all be pursued in wilderness and wilderness study areas. Special recreation permits for outfitting and guiding permits may be approved, however, competitive permitted events are not authorized.

Planning
Management plans specific to each wilderness area will be developed through an open public process.

Maps

Maps of newly designated wilderness areas are available. Final boundaries will be established as surveys are completed.

