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Improved Habitat Allows Wild Horses to Return to Their Range


Wild horses whose habitat was destroyed by wildfires in 1999 and 2000 have been released back onto their home rangelands in Pershing County, Nevada.


The Bureau of Land Management’s (BLM’s) Winnemucca Field Office returned 23 wild horses to the Seven Troughs and Lava Beds Herd Management Areas (HMAs) on September 16.  The 18 mares and 5 studs represent the genetic material of wild horses, which populated the areas prior to the destruction of the habitat.  The animals, which will repopulate the historic HMAs, are 13 to 15 hands (52-60 inches) in height, and their colors include dun, sorrel, grulla, buckskin, roan and paint.


The populations in the two HMAs were reduced in October 2000, after two years of wildfire destroyed 79,000 acres.  The 1999 fires were the Fairview, Dead Horse and Poker Brown fires.

 The 2000 fires were named Cow Creek and South Willow.  Of the 79,000 acres that burned, approximately 12,500 acres were drill seeded, 6,500 acres were aerial seeded, and 60,000 acres are recovering naturally.  Grasses, forbs and shrubs were in the seed mixture of the treated areas.


Younger animals removed from the areas were offered for adoption, while older animals were transported to the BLM’s long-term holding facilities in Oklahoma or Kansas.  The animals, which were re-released on September 16, are mid-range age horses, which were pastured at the Pete Goicoechea Ranch near Jiggs, Nevada, for almost two years while the range was rehabilitating.  After they were removed from the range they received freeze marks and inoculations for common horses diseases they might have encountered in a holding facility or domestic pasture.


This is the second group of “fire horses” released back onto their home range in Nevada this year.  In August, the Carson City field office released about 35 wild horses into the Flanigan HMA, north of Reno.
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