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Wild Horse Adoption Slated for December 10 in Eureka

Eureka!  You can find it, the perfect horse by Christmas.  Plan on adopting a wild horse on Sat., Dec. 10 and enjoy the weekend in a charming, historic mining town in central Nevada. 


Wild horses just gathered from the Simpson Park Range west of Eureka, Nevada, will be offered for adoption at the Eureka County Fairgrounds.  Horses from this area are colorful, with paint and Curly horses among the herd, and are known for good conformation.   


You may preview the horses offered by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) for adoption from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on Fri., Dec. 9 and the morning of Sat., Dec. 10 at the fairgrounds (1.2 miles west of Eureka on Highway 50, on the north side of the highway). 

 A lottery adoption is scheduled for 10:00 a.m. on Saturday.  Only qualified adopters may participate, and the cost is $125 per animal.  Horses not adopted in the lottery will be offered afterwards on a first-come, first-served basis. 

Adopters will receive complete health care records, so they can begin health care regimens with their own veterinarian.  All of these horses will have received an initial set of inoculations for all major equine diseases, including West Nile virus.  A booster shot is recommended in January 2006.   A Coggins test will have been administered to each animal to assure they do not have Equine Infectious Anemia. 

 A brand inspector and a veterinarian will prepare paperwork so the horses can be transported home, including across state lines.  BLM personnel at Eureka will load out animals on Saturday afternoon and on Sunday until 10:00 a.m.  Stock trailers with side-swinging gates are preferred.  Drop ramps are not acceptable.  Individuals are asked to bring a halter and lead rope appropriate for the size and kind of animals adopted.

To qualify to adopt, an individual must be at least 18 years old; however, parents or guardians may adopt and allow younger family members to care for the animal.  Adopters must have adequate facilities to provide humane care for the number of animals requested.  You may not adopt if you have been convicted of inhumane treatment to animals.

For details on this adoption, call (775) 635-4058 or 635-4181.  For applications and information about adoption in other areas, call 1- 866-4MUSTANGS or visit www.blm.gov.  All potential adopters must be approved in advance by BLM wild horse and burro specialists in their geographic area, or they may bring the application to Eureka for screening and approval.
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Note to Editors: 

Eureka sprung to life in 1864 with silver strikes, however it was most productive after 1869 when smelters were build to take advantage of the high lead content in its silver ore. Production peaked about 1888. Today the city has a charm which results from efforts to retain its historic mining era appearance.  Especially interesting are the refurbished Opera House and Court House. The old Eureka Sentinel Building is now a museum.  Tax money from gold mining at the northern end of Eureka County has resulted in several new public facilities including schools and an enclosed pool. The county retains a ranching, agriculture, and mining flavor.  
Eureka is located in central Nevada on Highway 50, the Loneliest Road in America, which parallels much of the Pony Express Trail.  For information on accommodations in the area call 775 237-5484 or visit http://www.co.eureka.nv.us/. 
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