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BLM Honors UNR Professor with Sustainable Development Award


The Bureau of Land Management will honor Dr. Dirk van Zyl from the University of Nevada, Reno, with a Sustainable Development Award, during the October 5 quarterly meeting of the BLM and the Nevada Mining Association in Elko.


The award recognizes Dr. van Zyl’s contributions over the last five years to a better understanding of mining and its contributions to sustainable development.


The award will be presented by Ted Murphy, Manager for Solid Minerals at the BLM Washington Office, and Del Fortner, Deputy State Director for Minerals Management at the BLM Nevada State Office.


Dr. van Zyl is the Chairman of the Department of Mining Engineering, Mackay School of Earth Sciences and Engineering, and Director of the Mining Life-Cycle Center, which maintains a Web site for the Sustainable Minerals Roundtable.


The national-level Sustainable Minerals Roundtable was formed to develop measures and indicators of sustainable development for material, mineral and energy systems. The roundtable is chaired by the U.S. Forest Service and U.S. Geological Survey, and meetings are convened at the UNR Mining Life-Cycle Center in Reno.


As an active participant in the Sustainable Minerals Roundtable, as well as in other venues, Dr. van Zyl has worked diligently with the Bureau of Land Management to promote the benefits of sustainable development from a mining perspective.


Over the past few years he has actively participated as a speaker and facilitator in local northern Nevada community workshops on sustainable minerals issues. Significant issues addressed during these workshops included methods of sustaining local economies during mining “bust” periods.


During fiscal year 2005, Dr. van Zyl was instrumental in establishing an executive graduate certificate program at UNR for mining professionals, entitled “Risk and Opportunity Management: Integrating Business Excellence and Social Responsibility in the Mining Industry.” He has also served as an instructor for the course.

Dr. van Zyl is also helping the BLM Nevada Division of Minerals Management to initiate a Bureau pilot action plan, which will integrate sustainable development principles into both the BLM land-use planning system and the Surface Management component of the BLM Mining Law Administration Program.
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