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Newmont Honored with Sustainable Development Mineral Award


The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) has honored Newmont Mining Corporation with a Reclamation and Sustainable Mineral Development Award for its contributions to local communities in Elko and Eureka Counties.

The 2005 Reclamation and Sustainable Mineral Development Awards include the Hardrock Mineral Environmental Award, the Hardrock Community Outreach and Economic Security Award and the Small Operator Award.


BLM Director Kathleen Clarke presented the awards September 20, during a joint BLM and Office of Surface Mining awards dinner hosted by the National Mining Association.


“All four award winners illustrate the BLM's concept of sustainable development — maintaining current standards of living while providing for future needs,” BLM Director Kathleen Clarke said.  “Thanks to their efforts, the public lands will continue to provide a range of resources for present and future generations.”


The Reclamation and Sustainable Mineral Development Awards recognize the efforts that have been made to implement the principles of sustainable development, a concept adopted by the United States and 192 other countries, to balance environmental, economic, and social considerations in planning for mining operations.


BLM presented the 2005 Hardrock Community Outreach and Economic Security Award to Newmont’s Eastern Nevada Operations. The award recognized Newmont’s concern for community responsibilities and the economic benefits of mineral development, specifically the coordination of projects that have local and regional stakeholders and which contribute to the quality of life or demonstrate concern for the long-term health of the local community.

“Newmont Mining has demonstrated a commitment to promoting economic development and contributing to the social and economic infrastructure of local communities,” said Acting BLM Nevada State Director Amy L. Lueders. “They’ve been effective partners not only with BLM but also with area businesses, educational institutions, local governments and other federal agencies.”

According to Lueders, Newmont Mining has worked through these partnerships to foster ongoing discussions about the long-term future for Nevada communities affected by mining.
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The BLM also presented a Hardrock Community Outreach and Economic Security Award to Molycorp Inc.’s Questa Molybdenum Mine in Questa, New Mexico.


The 2005 Hardrock Mineral Environmental Award winner is the Kennecott Ridgeway Mine in Fairfield County, South Carolina.  A third award, new for 2005, is the Small Operator Award.  The 2005 Small Operator Award winner is Diamond Jim Olmstead, lease holder and operator of mining claims on Gold Creek in Chandalar quadrangle, Alaska.  This operation is on mining claims located on lands administered by the BLM.  


First offered in 2003, the BLM awards are similar to existing Department of the Interior awards for excellence in coal mining reclamation.  The hardrock mining awards enable the Department of the Interior to recognize the industrial and metallic minerals industry as well as sand and gravel operators.

The BLM, an agency of the U.S.  Department of the Interior, manages more land—261 million surface acres—than any other Federal agency.  Most of this public land is located in 12 Western States, including Alaska.  The Bureau, with a budget of about $1.9 billion, also administers 700 million acres of sub-surface mineral estate throughout the nation.

The BLM’s multiple-use mission is to sustain the health and productivity of the public lands for the use and enjoyment of present and future generations.  The Bureau accomplishes this by managing such activities as outdoor recreation, livestock grazing, mineral development, and energy production, and by conserving natural, historical, cultural, and other resources on the public lands.
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