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Nevada Wild Horse Population Approaches Management Goal

The annual population estimate for wild horses and burros in Nevada on public lands has been released by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM).  The fiscal year 2005 figure is 14,700 animals.  This includes about 13,300 horses and 1,470 burros. 

“This population level is very close to the estimated appropriate management level (AML) of 14,000 set for herd management areas (HMA) in Nevada,” said Bob Abbey, BLM’s Nevada State Director.  “Much of the progress toward achieving AML is attributable to receiving the funding to remove excess animals over the past nine months,” Abbey noted.

Drought in central Nevada is also believed to be a factor contributing to lowering the population level from an estimated 19,000 in fiscal year 2004.  While the drought did not affect all Nevada herds, the annual reproduction rate is down and deaths of older or weaker animals increased in central Nevada because of poor forage and water quality and quantity.


Reprogrammed funding within BLM was approved by Congress in both fiscal years 2004 and 2005, which allowed Nevada to remove about 7,600 horses and burros between July 2004 and February 2005.  Currently there are no gathers ongoing because of BLM policy which suspends gathers and removals during the foaling season which is typically March through June.
“Nevada has established AMLs on 88 of its HMAs,” Abbey said.  “By the end of this fiscal year (September 30, 2005), we expect to have AML set on 101 of the HMA.”
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Nevada Wild Horse Population Approaches Management Goal – 2222

An AML is set for each HMA through a public planning process, taking into account the forage and water available for horses and burros.  The equines share the habitat with wildlife and licensed livestock.  Typically the AML is a range of numbers, rather than a single number.  This range means the population can grow gradually over a four- to five-year period.  A typical HMA would be gathered and the excess animals removed only about every four or five years.  Less frequent gathers limit disturbance to the herds and make the use of the helicopter as a gather method more effective.
Some Nevada HMAs are at the low or mid-point of the AML, and some are above.  BLM estimates that 55 HMAs are at or below AML, while 47 are above AML. 

Population figures are reported annually as of the end of February by all 10 Western states managing wild horses and burros. 
The BLM in Nevada anticipates removing about 1,500 more animals prior to the end of this fiscal year.  If those numbers are achieved, about 4,000 excess animals would need to be removed in fiscal years 2006 and again in fiscal year 2007.  Thereafter, only about 2,500 excess animals would be removed annually to maintain AML.
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