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BUTCH AND JOSIE READY TO GREET VISITORS


The little lady’s name is Josie and the young jack is named Butch.  They both hail from the Blue Wing Herd Management Area in western Pershing County, about 65 miles northeast of Reno, Nevada.  But, their new home is at the National Wild Horse and Burro Center at Palomino Valley about 20 miles north of Reno-Sparks, Nevada.


Josie and Butch are ready to greet visitors at the Center this summer with a new set of manners learned from Bureau of Land Management (BLM) employee Ed Wass.  Both Ed and his wife Laura have petted, combed, kissed and talked to the young equines for about a year now.

Their names are the courtesy of Sierra Allen of Grantsville, Utah, and Keni Huntington of Battle Mountain, Nevada.


Nine-year old Sierra Allen of Utah liked “Josie” because it “sounds like an Indian name and I know some Indians live in the West.” 


“Butch” was submitted by seven-year old Keni Huntington because Butch Cassidy was supposed to have been in Winnemucca.  Perhaps not coincidentally, the BLM’s Winnemucca Field Office is responsible for managing the Blue Wing area where the young burros were gathered about a year ago.


Sierra and Keni will receive a set of the Phantom Stallion series written by author Teri Farley, who will also have an opportunity to talk with the youngsters soon.  Joining Mrs. Farley in the telephone conversation with Sierra and Keni will be John Neill, manager of the Palomino Center, and Wass.  The BLM is also presenting the youngsters with certificates featuring photos of the burros they named.  The initial presentations of books and plaques will be made to both students later this month at their schools. 

Judges Ginny Freeman of California and Jack Albright of Oklahoma liked the names Butch and Josie “because they’re Old West, good, solid country names.” 
Notes: 
 David W. Toll writes that on September 19, 1900, Butch Cassidy and the Hole in the Wall Gang rode into Winnemucca, Nevada, and made First National Bank President George Nixon open the safe.  The robbers galloped out with $2,000.  The story continues that the gang later sent the bank a photograph of themselves in suits and derby hats with a mocking thank you note.  However, Toll say most likely Butch Cassidy was not at the robbery that day, but Harvey Logan and Elzy Lay may have been.  The photograph more likely was sent to Nixon by the Pinkerton Detective Agency to help identify the robbers. 
Josie is a short form of the name Josephine, and is probably of English origin.  The name was popular at the turn of the Century.  In fact, Wyatt Earp’s third wife was named Josephine Sarah, and was called either “Josie” or “Sadie.”  A 1902 photo of Josie shows her atop a horse in front of Wyatt’s Northern saloon in Tonopah, Nevada.
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