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BLM Honors Abandoned Mine Safety Contributions
Cooperative efforts to mitigate the hazards of Nevada’s abandoned mine lands will receive national recognition during a 2 p.m., February 23, awards ceremony at the Nevada Mining Association, located at 9210 Prototype Drive in Reno. 
Bureau of Land Management (BLM) Director Kathleen Clarke will present a BLM Four Cs award to the Nevada Abandoned Mine Remediation cooperators, which include private organizations and businesses, as well as state and federal agencies.

The cooperators took on the most comprehensive and successful program of abandoned mine remediation ever conducted in the West.  Their efforts included cleanup of mines and associated watersheds; inventory, fencing, gating and backfilling of physical safety hazards; and preservation of bat and other wildlife habitat, as well as archaeological values.  Remediation efforts also targeted hazardous materials and chemical issues associated with mill sites.

Last year, the group backfilled 85 sites and secured 520 abandoned mine land hazards.  Seven major mines totaling 630 acres were restored to productive post-mining use.  In addition, a mine that had been discharging acidic, metal-laden water into Pyramid Lake was eliminated.


The BLM Director’s Four Cs Award recognizes BLM employees and those outside the agency whose actions exemplify in some extraordinary fashion the Department of the Interior’s Four Cs philosophy of “consultation, cooperation and communication, in the service of conservation.”  
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