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PATENT ISSUED TO COYOTE SPRINGS
Reno, NV – In order to provide better habitat for desert tortoise, the Department of the Interior, Bureau of Land Management (BLM) issued a corrective patent on Feb. 18 to Coyote Springs Investment, LLC (CSI) for conveyance of public lands in southern Nevada.  The lands in the patent are northeast of Las Vegas in Clark County.  U.S. Highway 93 borders the lands on the west side.


The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) asked BLM in 2001 to consider a change in the lease boundary to maintain desert tortoise habitat connectivity with the Mormon Mesa Critical Habitat Unit, while allowing CSI to proceed with their planned development.


“The proposed adjustment will alleviate our immediate concerns relative to maintaining desert tortoise habitat connectivity within the Mormon Mesa Critical Habitat Unit,” said Bob Williams, field supervisor of the FWS office in Reno.

The initial conveyance under the Nevada Florida Land Exchange Authorization Act of 1988 conveyed 29,000 acres of public land to Aerojet-General Corporation to build facilities related to the MX missile.  In addition, approximately 14,000 acres, which were surrounded by the private lands, were leased to Aerojet for an initial term of 99 years with a 99-year extension.  Concerns about conservation of the desert tortoise and other wildlife values were the basis of the law’s direction to lease the lands in the core center of the area, rather than convey through a patent.  CSI purchased the lands in 1996 and acquired the lease.  The modifications of the leased and conveyed land at CSI through issuing the corrective patent is not likely to affect the desert tortoise or result in adverse modification of critical habitat.


A copy of the map showing the configuration of the private and leased lands is on the Internet at www.nv.blm.gov.
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