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 SADDLE HORSE ADOPTION ON FEBRUARY 12


There was no winter break for the next class of saddle-trained horses being prepared for adoption at the Warm Springs Correctional Center in Carson City, Nev.  The equine students were chosen in early November 2004 to be the first graduating class of 2005.  They and their inmate trainers immediately began lessons.


On Sat., Feb. 12, the trained wild horses seek new homes with qualified adopters.  Even though spring will not have officially arrived, it is anticipated a good crowd will bid on the horses educated under the direction of Hank Curry, Nevada Department of Corrections trainer.


The preview begins at 9 a.m., and a competitive bid adoption will commence for qualified adopters at 10:30 a.m.  Six Bureau of Land Management (BLM) horses and six State of Nevada (estray) horses will be offered.
Photos and information about each animal are posted on the BLM website (www.nv.blm.gov and click on the right-hand link).  Or visit Silver State industries (www.silverstateindustries.com).  Application forms may be downloaded from the BLM website and will be accepted by both the BLM and the Virginia Range Protection Association (VRPA), adoption agent for the estray horses.  Facility and transportation requirements are listed on the website or you may call the BLM for information at 775 861-6469, or the VRPA at 775 881-2288.  While the basic fee is $125 for a BLM horse or $150 for an estray, bidding usually is spirited as potential adopters recognize the hours of training, care and inoculations received by these wild horses.

-MORE-

SADDLE HORSE ADOPTION ON FEB. 12 – 2222


Visitors to the Saturday adoption must enter the correctional facility from the rear entrance on Edmonds Drive.  You may not wear blue clothing, blue jeans, tank tops or shorts.  No cell phones or keys are allowed inside the area.

In an effort to offer wild horse adopters another alternative, the BLM agreed to a trial saddle horse adoption in the fall of 2002.  The Corrections program, in cooperation with the Nevada Department of Agriculture, had been training estray horses since October 2000 and they continue to train some estrays for most adoptions.  Today the BLM and the State of Nevada have a training agreement for saddle-trained or halter-trained horses.
Under an agreement with the BLM, Curry, and carefully selected inmates, train about 40 BLM wild horses each year.  These horses, which hail from various Nevada Herd Management Areas, are offered for adoption quarterly, primarily in Carson City. 

Inmates need not be familiar with horses to enter the program, but they must have a good attitude and be willing to learn the tricks of the trade from Curry.  When the inmates enter the arena for a drill prior to the start of each competitive bid event, it is obvious each man knows his horse.  A wild horse receives about 90 days of training before it gets to the arena.  Curry recommends new adopters continue and expand on the horse’s education at home.  
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