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NEW BLM LAS VEGAS FIELD MANAGER SELECTED


Juan Palma will be the new manager for the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) Las Vegas Field Office.  He will begin work in Las Vegas in early March.  Palma presently is manager of BLM’s Colorado Western Slope where he supervises more than 300 employees and oversees three interagency fire organizations and provides internal services to seven BLM offices.

“I am excited to come to Las Vegas and contribute to ongoing community partnerships with which our employees are actively involved,” said Palma.  “I believe in the value of strong, collaborative partnerships to address business, social, and environmental issues.”  

Palma began his career on the Malhuer National Forest in 1984 and for the past 20 years has worked in many parts of the West.  Most recently he was the Executive Director for Tahoe Regional Planning, a bi-state compact agency that oversees all land use planning activities within the Lake Tahoe Region.  Prior to that position, he was the District Manager for the Vale District of the BLM in Vale, Oregon.  From 1997 to 2000 he was the Forest Supervisor for the Lake Tahoe Basin Management Unit.  From 1984 to 1997 he held Forest Service positions of Budget Officer, Administrative Officer, District Ranger and Deputy Forest Supervisor.

Juan was raised in Toppenish, Washington.  He attended Brigham Young University (BYU) and graduated from Oregon State University with a Business Management degree.  He received a Master’s degree in Environmental Sciences from the University of Nevada at Reno.  He and his wife, Susan, have three boys:  Jonathan, a senior at BYU; Joe, who lives at Lake Tahoe; and Jake, who is a freshman at Utah State University. 
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“We are pleased that Juan has accepted the offer to be the BLM field manager in Las Vegas,” said BLM Nevada State Director Bob Abbey.  “I am confident that he will be a great representative for BLM in southern Nevada.”
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