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Washoe County parcels approved for purchase by U.S. Forest Service

Reno, Nev.—The Secretary of the Interior and the Secretary of Agriculture have jointly approved spending more than $4.7 million to purchase two environmentally important parcels of private land in southwest Washoe Valley near Carson City.  If completed, the parcels would become part of the National Forest System.  These parcels represent the first acquisitions in Nevada under the authority of the Federal Land Transaction Facilitation Act (FLTFA).

The 385-acre Big Musgrove property and the 320-acre McEwen Creek property, located within the Toiyabe National Forest, offer a diverse mix of habitat important to black bear, mule deer and the Sierra Nevada red fox as well as many other species of wildlife.  These lands also offer dispersed recreation and improved access to National Forest System lands. 

The final purchase price will be based on appraised fair market value.  This approval does not obligate the private landowners to sell the properties nor obligate the Federal government to purchase them.  It simply identifies those properties which are approved for acquisition.  The Forest Service will screen the properties for compliance with Federal standards related to title and hazardous materials.  For more information on these two parcels, call Jane Scott at the Forest Service, 775-352-1250.

The FLTFA was made public law in 2000 and authorizes the use of revenues from the sale of Bureau of Land Management (BLM) public lands identified for disposal under BLM land use plans to acquire private lands within, or adjacent to, federally designated areas and to pay administrative costs to carry out the BLM land disposal program. 
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Nevada is the first state to fully implement the Act.  The BLM in Nevada has held ten competitive sales under the authority of this Act in Douglas, Humboldt, Nye, White Pine and Elko counties.  Additional parcels of public land will be offered for sale this year.  Persons interested in buying public lands through these sales may contact the BLM field office where the lands are located.
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