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Nevadan to Manage National Wild Horse and Burro Center 
at Palomino Valley


John Neill, a native of Smith Valley, Nev., has been chosen to manage the National Wild Horse and Burro Center at Palomino Valley.  The facility, located about 20 miles north of Sparks, is the largest wild horse and burro preparation facility managed by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM).


Most wild horses and burros removed from Nevada’s rangelands are transported to the Palomino Valley Center for inoculations, veterinary care and freeze marking so they can be offered for adoption to qualified individuals.  The Center prepares as many as 6,000 animals a year for potential adoption.  Currently there are about 700 horses at the facility, but the number will rise to 2,000 by mid-December as BLM winter gathers in Nevada continue through February 2005.


As manager of the facility, Neill oversees a dozen employees and the contracts for veterinarian services, feeding and corral cleaning and manure removal.  The Palomino Valley Center is a major purchaser of equine vaccines and grass and alfalfa hay.  About 4,000 tons of grass and alfalfa hay are purchased through competitive bid each year, much of it coming from Fallon, Yerington and northern California growers.
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While the mission of the Center is primarily preparation of excess wild horses and burros, those wishing to adopt a wild horse may do so by appointment.  The facility is open Monday through Friday, except for Federal holidays, and can be reached at 775 475-2222.  It is the largest of eight BLM wild horse preparation facilities in the Western United States. 


Neill grew up on a farm in Smith Valley which grew alfalfa and raised cattle.  He graduated from Smith Valley High School and attended the University of Nevada, Reno, and the Truckee Meadows Community College.  He started working at the Center in 1992 as an animal care taker, often feeding hay.  He became a wrangler, the lead wrangler and the assistant manager prior to being chosen as the manager.


John Neill is the son of Harvey Neill and Carolyn Galli, both of Smith Valley.  John and his wife, Susie, live in Sparks, Nevada.  They are involved with youth sports with their sons Nicholas and Jake. 
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