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Agee Smith Named Rancher of the Year


Reno, Nev.—Elko County rancher Agee Smith was named Rancher of the Year at the annual Nevada Cattlemen’s Association banquet last Saturday.  The award is presented jointly by the Cattlemen’s Association, the Nevada Farm Bureau, the Nevada Department of Agriculture and the Bureau of Land Management (BLM).

The Smith family has operated the Cottonwood Ranch, northwest of Wells, for more than 50 years.  Agee Smith has an extensive background in traditional ranching methods, but he is also on the front line of finding new and more profitable ways of doing business.  Part of Smith’s success is through the establishment of a holistic management plan for his ranch and the two public land allotments he leases from the BLM and the Forest Service.


Through holistic management, Smith includes the involvement of a working group of government agencies and interested publics to have a say in how to manage the operation to achieve specific goals that are agreed upon by the group.  Improvements in rangeland health are the result of moving livestock from pasture to pasture to relieve pressure on riparian areas and hauling water to areas with forage that were underutilized by livestock.


“Smith has what it takes to be a successful rancher using a public land allotment - he is willing to listen, learn, work with others and be flexible,” said Bob Abbey, BLM Nevada State Director. 
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Another ranching family, the Uhaldes of Ely, received an Outstanding Rancher commendation.  They too use progressive methods to graze livestock by employing livestock rotation to allow for a period of rest to the vegetative resources during the critical growing seasons.  They haul water to areas with good forage production that are underutilized by livestock, which lessens livestock use on streams and springs. 

Mike and John Uhalde also donate their time, money and machinery to the Eastern Nevada Landscape Coalition, a project to restore rangelands to better ecological conditions.
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