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Youngsters Invited to Name the Burro Mascot

They are cute, fuzzy and love to be petted.  Their ancestors helped missionaries explore and settle the West.  They are the descendents of burros once found in mining towns, but left behind when the gold and silver played out.


Now two young burros make their home at the National Wild Horse and Burro Center at Palomino Valley, about 20 miles north of Reno-Sparks, Nevada.  They are being gentled to greet visitors to the Bureau of Land Management’s (BLM’s) largest adoption preparation center. 


Youngsters from kindergarten age to the sixth grade are being invited to participate in a national Name the Burro contest.  Deadline for submission of entries is December 17, 2004. 


Two burros born in October 2003 need names.  One is a jack and one is a jenny and both have mothers who once roamed in the Blue Wing Mountains Herd Management Area in Pershing County, Nevada.


Contest winners will be rewarded with an autographed set of The Phantom Stallion series by Terri Farley.  This series is published by HarperCollins Children’s Books and is fast becoming a favorite for young readers.

 Farley, who lives in northern Nevada, will also be available to talk to the winners by 
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conference call.  She’ll be joined during that call by John Neill, acting manager of the BLM’s Palomino Valley Center, and Ed Wass, BLM employee who is gentling the young equines. Winners may ask questions about writing, about the wild horse and burro program, about gentling or similar topics.
Application forms and rules for the contest are posted at http://www.wildhorseandburro.blm.gov/index.php. Names should reflect our Western heritage or the BLM’s Adopt a Wild Burro Program.  Each name should be no longer than 20 letters and only one entry per individual for each burro is allowed.
A parent or guardian must sign the entry, along with the young person.  No BLM employee family members may participate.  Offensive submissions will be disqualified.
Entries must be postmarked by midnight, Friday, December 17.  Mail entries to:  BLM, P.O. Box 3270, Sparks, Nevada  89432-3270.
Under the 1971 Wild Free-Roaming Horses and Burros Act, the BLM manages nearly 37,000 wild horses and burros which roam public lands in the West.  The law mandates the protection, management and control of these wild horses and burros in a way that ensures a healthy, viable free-roaming herd population within the limits of available public land resources.  The BLM gathers excess animals and places them in good homes.  After one year, qualified adopters may acquire a title for the animals.  Adoption information is available at http://www.wildhorseandburro.blm.gov/index.php or by calling 1 866-4Mustangs.
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The BLM, an agency of the U.S. Department of the Interior, manages more land – 261 million surface acres – than any other Federal agency.  Most of this public land is located in 12 Western States, including Alaska.  The Bureau, with a budget of about $1.9 billion, also administers 700 million acres of sub-surface estate throughout the nation.  The BLM’s multiple-use mission is to sustain the health and productivity of the public lands for the use and enjoyment of present and future generations.  The Bureau accomplishes this by managing such activities as outdoor recreation, livestock grazing, mineral development, and energy production, and by conserving natural, historical, cultural and other resources on the public lands.
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