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Draft Environmental Impact Statement Focuses on Wind Energy Development on BLM–Administered Public Lands
WASHINGTON—Rebecca Watson, assistant secretary of the Interior for Land and Minerals Management, announces the availability of a Draft Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) on wind energy development on Bureau of Land Management-administered lands in the Western United States.  The public is invited to review the document and submit comments during the next 90 days.
“As we look closer to home for ways to help meet America’s energy needs in an environmentally sound manner, it’s apparent that our public lands have much to offer in terms of renewable energy resources, including wind energy,” Watson said.  “Our national energy strategy includes not only enhancing supplies of renewable and nonrenewable energy, but also places an important focus on conservation.”
The Draft Programmatic EIS was prepared: 
· to assess the environmental, social and economic impacts associated with wind energy development on public lands in 11 western states, and 

· to evaluate a number of alternatives to determine the best management approach to mitigating potential impacts and facilitating wind energy development.  The study does not include Alaska.
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The Draft Programmatic EIS is in response to recommendations set forth in the President’s National Energy Policy, which encourages the development of renewable energy resources on public lands.

“We are working aggressively with communities and local officials to promote and encourage the development and use of our domestic renewable energy sources,” Watson said.  “Our approach is consistent with the President’s National Energy Policy for diversifying the nation’s energy portfolio by encouraging the use of biomass, geothermal, wind and solar energy on federally owned lands.”

The Draft Programmatic EIS is posted on the web at http://windeis.anl.gov.  Public comments are encouraged via the web.  Written comments should be mailed to Bureau of Land Management, Wind Energy Programmatic EIS, Argonne National Laboratory, EAS/900, 9700 S. Cass Ave., Argonne, IL 60439. 

Although there are no wind farms currently on public land in Nevada, there have been a number of applications filed with BLM field offices to monitor the use of wind energy.  Anemometers to measure wind potential are authorized on 23 sites in Nevada, and applications for 25 additional monitoring sites are pending.  Half of all pending applications on BLM lands are in Nevada. 

The most active proposal in Nevada for a wind energy generation project is in the Dry Hills, 22 miles northeast of Winnemucca on the northeast side of the Osgood Mountains.  Navitas Energy of Minneapolis, Minnesota, is proposing a wind energy farm capable of generating up to 80 megawatts of electricity.
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An earlier proposal for a wind generating facility at Table Mountain near Las Vegas is on hold.

The number of applications for monitoring sites in each BLM field office is: Winnemucca, eight; Ely, six; Carson City, four; Elko, three; Las Vegas and Battle Mountain, two each.
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