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BLM NEVADA EXTENDS COMMENT PERIOD FOR SUPPLEMENTAL RULES

Bureau of Land Management (BLM) Nevada State Director Bob Abbey announced today his decision to extend for 90 days the public comment period for the BLM Supplemental Rules on drug and alcohol violations on public lands.


“The extension of the public comment period will allow more thorough discussions to occur with county law enforcement and elected officials on how we can better work together to enforce state laws on public lands,” said Abbey.


Abbey said that the intent of the proposed rules is to maximize the available public safety resources at all levels of government, local, state and federal, by providing BLM the necessary tools to enforce drug and alcohol violations on public lands consistent with how those rules are enforced throughout the state.

“Population increases in Nevada and adjacent states have resulted in greater numbers of people enjoying the recreation opportunities on the public lands,” said Abbey.  “The increase in recreational use, unfortunately, has brought increasing problems with drug and alcohol abuse.”

Similar rules are in effect in other western states.  Colorado and the BLM California Desert District, which covers the public lands in southern California, have rules similar to those being proposed for public lands in Nevada.  In Utah, BLM has rules for minors in possession and open containers, and BLM in Arizona has a statewide open container supplemental rule in effect.


In some counties in California and Oregon, BLM officers have state peace officer authority and these crimes are handled by BLM officers using state courts.  The proposed BLM Nevada rules are similar to those already in effect for the National Park Service at Lake Mead and for the Forest Service.


 “We want people of all ages to enjoy their public lands, and have a safe experience while there,” said Abbey.


The new ending date for submitting comments is dependant on the publication date of the extension in the Federal Register, which is expected to occur in a few days.  No decision on the rules is expected before late fall.  Comments on the rules may be sent to Erika Schumacher, BLM Nevada State Office, P.O. Box 12000, Reno, NV  89520-0006.
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