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One of Five Air Tankers Returning to Service Headed for Battle Mountain

The Bureau of Land Management fire and aviation officials learned today that one of the five large air tankers cleared yesterday for service is likely to be stationed out of the BLM's Battle Mountain Air Tanker Base.

"Having a tanker stationed out of Battle Mountain will benefit all the wildland firefighting agencies in the Great Basin," said Kevin Hull, BLM Nevada Chief of Fire and Aviation.  

The returning five air tankers are national wildland fire-fighting assets, meaning that they can be dispatched to wherever they are needed for wildfire suppression.  The other four tankers are anticipated to be stationed out of Fairbanks, Alaska; Moses Lake, Wash.; Prescott, Ariz.; and southern California, to serve the geographic areas surrounding those locations.

In response to the earlier grounding of the large air tankers, the National Interagency Fire Center (NIFC) assigned additional single-engine air tankers (SEATs) and helicopters to Nevada to add to those normally available.  The Nevada National Guard is also making aircraft available for wildland firefighting, should the need arise.

Other Nevada wildland firefighting resources are already in place. For example, BLM has already activated its contingent of 12 smoke jumpers and their assigned aircraft.

BLM Nevada’s seven new fire stations bring the total this fire season to 23 stations. The new fire stations include three in the Las Vegas area, one in Caliente, one in Midas, one in Doyle, California, and one in Palomino Valley north of Reno.

Prolonged drought conditions for the past five years have dried out much of Nevada’s vegetation, increasing fire danger for the July 4 weekend. Fire restrictions are in effect for the southern, central and western parts of the state, with thunderstorms forecast through Sunday across northern Nevada.

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) Nevada joins its interagency partners in urging the public to be extremely careful when visiting the public lands. 

“As you head outdoors in the coming weeks, please make fire safety your first priority,” said BLM Nevada State Director Bob Abbey.  “We want you to enjoy yourselves outdoors this summer, but please help us to protect your public lands and yourselves.” 
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According to Abbey, anything that can cause a spark can ignite a wildfire, including your vehicle’s catalytic converter, discharging firearms, a tossed cigarette or welding.  “Please be sure to thoroughly extinguish all campfires, making sure the ashes are cool to the touch; and make sure the spark arresters on your off-highway vehicles are working,” he added. “These safety measures are especially important in the areas under fire restrictions.”

Fire Restrictions Prohibit: 

-- Building, maintaining, attending or using a fire, campfire, or stove fire except a portable stove using gas or pressurized liquid fuel, outside of a developed recreation site of campground (except by permit).

-- Smoking, except within an enclosed vehicle or building, or within a developed recreation site, while stopped in an area at least 3 feet in diameter that is barren or cleared of all flammable material.

-- Welding, or operating an acetylene torch with open flames, except by permit.

-- Using or causing to be used, any explosive, except by permit.

-- Using fireworks or firing a tracer or other incendiary device, without a permit.

Drought-stricken pinyon, juniper and heavier timber woodlands at the higher elevations are of special concern this summer. Insect damage to pinyon and juniper woodlands is severe in western Douglas County, White Pine County and southern Elko County, making these areas even more vulnerable to wildfire.

The Pahrump area has seen a heavy growth of red brome this spring, which has already cured. Range lands in much of Elko and White Pine County got more spring rains and a healthy crop of annual grasses, which will become dangerous when they start to cure around the middle of July.
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