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                                Delaware Adopters to Attend Winnemucca Wild Horse Show

When the announcer signifies the start of the 13th annual National Wild Horse and Burro Show at the Events Center in Winnemucca on July 9, six Delaware residents will be more than spectators.  They will dig in and learn how the Nevada show is organized so they can apply that experience to their own October wild horse and burro show in North East, Maryland.

The National Wild Horse and Burro Show in Winnemucca, Nevada runs from noon July 9 through Sunday, July 11.  Wild horse adoptions sponsored by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) will be conducted on July 10.

The six Delaware residents are all members of the American Mustang and Burro Association (AMBA), Delmarva (short for Delaware, Maryland, Virginia) chapter.  AMBA Delmarva president Mark Davis says his group sponsored a small half day show about five years ago, the Sunday before the BLM held an adoption in their area.  The goal of the AMBA was and still is to familiarize potential adopters with how well a wild horse can be trained and become part of the American family.

Soon after this adoption, the AMBA was assisting adopters by transporting wild horses and burros to their new homes.  Through donations for that service, the AMBA is able to offer quite an experience to one of its members.  That reward is a roundtrip airline ticket to Nevada to attend the annual wild horse and burro show.  This year the winner is Willard (Buddy) Ward.  Ward will be accompanied by his wife, Gail, and by four other Delaware members of AMBA: Mark and Marjorie Davis, Connie Lundquist and Linda Jones.  All have adopted wild horses or burros.  To top it off, winner Buddy Ward and his wife Gail have a story to tell: they exchanged wedding vows while astride their wild horses.

Once in Reno and in Winnemucca, the Delaware residents will reunite with Reno resident Susie Askew who has been involved with Nevada’s wild horse and burro show for a number of years.  Askew was in Millford, Delaware, in May to give AMBA members suggestions for participating and competing in horse shows.
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The Winnemucca show begins Friday at 1 p.m. and Saturday and Sunday at 8 a.m. and is sponsored by the National Wild Horse and Burro Show Association.  The national show features about 75 classes in pleasure, equitation, driving and games for wild horses and burros.  All participant skill levels and ages are welcome.  Detailed information, including an entry form, is available at www.wild-horse.org or by calling show secretary Jim Davies at (775) 867-2355.

Five saddle-trained, four halter-trained and 30 untrained horses will be offered for adoption on Saturday, July 10.  The saddle-trained and halter-trained horses will be delivered to the Center from the Warm Springs Correctional Center, Carson City, where they have been trained by supervised inmates.  Videotape and photographs show off the untrained horses.  Photos of all horses offered for adoption on July 10 may be seen on the BLM’s website; go to www.wildhorseandburro.blm.gov and click on Nevada.  For adoption information, call 775 623-1500.


Spectators are welcome at all shows as there is no admission charge.  Vendors will offer belt buckles, posters, commemorative coins, arts and crafts, jewelry and other wild horse and burro souvenirs.
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