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Wild Horse Gathers to Resume in Nevada in July


The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) will resume gathering and removing wild horses and burros in July as a result of redirection of monies in its own fiscal year 2004 budget.  In Nevada about 3,100 animals will be removed during the months of July, August and September as the BLM strives to reach appropriate management numbers (AMLs) on the range.

The first gathers and removals will be in the Diamonds complex which involves herds in the Battle Mountain, Ely and Elko field offices’ jurisdiction.  Concurrently, a different contractor will be working in the Moriah, White River and Jakes Wash herd management areas (HMAs) managed by the Ely field office. 


Other Nevada locations tentatively slated for summer gathers are Garfield, Carson City field office; Little Humboldt-Rock Creek, Elko field office; and the Little Owyhee, Winnemucca field office.


The BLM removed 1,444 animals earlier in the fiscal year and prior to foaling season when the BLM voluntarily ceases its operations except in case of emergency.  Those gathers were at the Nevada Wild Horse Range and in the Lahontan and Desatoya HMAs.

Current estimated wild horse and burro population in Nevada is 19,000 animals.  AMLs are set on 83 of the 102 HMAs in the state.
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Note to editor:  Appropriate management numbers are determined through BLM’s public planning process and verified with monitoring.  The goals are healthy, self-sustaining populations of animals and a thriving natural ecological balance in the herd management area. Wild horses and burros share the range with permitted livestock and wildlife and other uses. 
