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BLM Employee Receives Environmental Achievement Award

Bureau of Land Management (BLM) Nevada physical scientist Craig Smith has been honored with an individual Environmental Achievement Award for Environmental Stewardship from the Department of the Interior.  Smith received the award during a Nov. 6 ceremony at the Main Department of the Interior Building in Washington D.C.

The award recognized Smith’s innovative approach to reclaiming and closing the bankrupt Olinghouse mine site, which is about 35 miles northeast of Reno.  His work on the Olinghouse site was a challenge, because the mining company and its bonding agency had declared bankruptcy, leaving the site in an imminently hazardous condition.

To make matters worse at the Olinghouse site, a large amount of cyanide solution was draining from the pad where gold was extracted from crushed ore.  The cyanide leak was rapidly filling up a reservoir five miles up slope from the Truckee River and three miles from the Pyramid Lake Tribal boundary.  If the leak hadn’t been contained quickly, it could have seriously damaged the threatened and endangered fishery in the river.

Smith brought together the mining industry, state regulators, federal partners, the tribe and the bankrupt company, developing a plan to quickly deal with the threat to the environment. Within one year, all parties had agreed on a solution to the problem and five months later all reclamation requirements were completed.  This successful reclamation effort saved the BLM an estimated two years of work and resulted in a cost savings of about $200,000.

In addition to handling mine bankruptcies within the state, Smith also serves as a liaison between the BLM and the State of Nevada.  He is responsible for coordinating the BLM and State regulatory programs related to mining and environmental protection.


“Craig Smith’s work on the Olinghouse site spearheaded a remarkable reclamation effort,” said BLM Nevada State Director Bob Abbey.  “I am very pleased to see him honored by such a prestigious award.”
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