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Wind Energy Interest High in Nevada

Citizens Have Opportunity to Contribute to Policy


Interest in harnessing the wind to provide energy has increased greatly in the past two years, with many would be suppliers looking to the public lands as sites for the turbines which capture and produce energy and as the route to take that energy to market.

In Nevada about a dozen monitoring sites to determine if the potential for wind generation is present have been authorized by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM).  About 32 applications to set up anemometers are pending, with the BLM’s offices in Ely and Winnemucca having the greatest interest.

In response to recommendations contained in the President’s National Energy Policy, the BLM is preparing a programmatic environmental impact statement (EIS).  It will evaluate development of wind energy on public lands in the Western states and result in a national wind energy program.  The programmatic will not replace the need for site-specific analysis if any of these monitoring authorizations prove to be of interest to a commercial entity, but it will provide national guidance on such things as environmental issues associated with such operations.

 Five meetings in November will give the public an opportunity to view wind energy information and to provide specific comments on issues it believes the BLM should address in the programmatic EIS.  Several maps and data gathered thus far for the EIS preparation will be available at the scoping meetings.  Many of the materials may be viewed now at windeis.anl.gov.
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Meetings are scheduled as follows:  Nov. 3, Sacramento, California; Nov. 5, Salt Lake City, Utah; Nov. 12, Cheyenne, Wyoming; Nov. 18, Las Vegas, Nevada; and Nov. 20, Boise, Idaho.  In Nevada, the meetings will be at the Crowne Plaza, 4255 South Paradise Road.  One session begins at 1 p.m., and the other at 7 p.m. 


Applications for wind energy monitoring studies are presently made to BLM field offices, and can be granted for up to three years.  If an applicant chooses to develop a site, the application would be amended and a detailed plan of development would be required.  Analysis on a case-by-case basis would then begin, with the public invited to comment on the specific project.  If a BLM land use plan did not allow for a wind energy project, it might need revision.


If after environmental analysis it was decided a wind energy project should go forward, the BLM would first issue a record of decision.  Then the field office would issue a right-of-way to construct, operate and maintain a wind farm and its ancillary facilities.  The applicant would pay a nationally-established rental fee for the use of the public lands.


Nevada presently has no wind energy operations on public lands.  However, there are 22 wind energy right-of-way authorizations on public lands in California and Wyoming.
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