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BLM Firefighters Investigation Ongoing

Washington--The Bureau of Land Management announced today that the investigation into the allegations of hazing and sexual harassment of BLM firefighters in Las Vegas has been ongoing, and will continue until all of the facts have been determined.  

“The bureau has a zero tolerance policy for sexual harassment and related conduct,” said Kathleen Clarke, Director of the BLM.

“We take these allegations very seriously and therefore are taking appropriate measures to determine the facts before final action is taken against the responsible parties,” she said.  

Contrary to recent media reports, the BLM has taken decisive action in this case by initiating an internal review immediately upon notification of the allegations.  The report revealed inappropriate behavior, and as a result the BLM consulted with appropriate officials on the findings of the internal review to determine the next phase of the investigation.  The BLM has determined that a supplemental investigation is needed.  The investigation will focus on conduct and behavior issues.  

On Friday, September 26, a BLM Las Vegas firefighter reported to field office management that she had been sexually harassed, and that hazing had taken place among the two engine crews at one of the three Las Vegas fire stations.  

BLM dispatched two people from the Nevada State Office on Sunday, September 27, to investigate the allegations, and they began their investigation on Monday, September 28.  A report of their findings was provided to BLM State Director Bob Abbey and Las Vegas Field Manager Mark Morse on Oct. 15.
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