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LAND ACQUISITION NOMINATIONS SOUGHT

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) is offering two separate opportunities to nominate environmentally sensitive lands in the state of Nevada for federal acquisition.

Nominations for a third round of acquisitions in Clark County only have been extended until December 13, 2002. 

Secretary of the Interior Gale Norton has set aside $8.9 million for purchases of environmentally sensitive lands from those recommended but not yet approved as part of round 3, and from those additional Clark County lands nominated during the third round extension.  The final combined recommendation for round 3 lands should be ready for presentation to the Secretary of the Interior by the spring 2003. 

A fourth round of nominations for the purchase of environmentally important Nevada lands and for certain projects in Clark County will open on December 2.  Any individual, group or governmental body may make a nomination of such lands that would benefit from public ownership.  Nominations must be received in the Las Vegas Field Office on or before January 10, 2003

“Two opportunities are available for nominations for acquisition of environmentally important land,” said BLM Nevada State Director Bob Abbey.  “I encourage anyone who would like to nominate such lands to provide the necessary information to our Las Vegas Field Office.”

Under the Southern Nevada Public Land Management Act passed in 1998, the BLM is authorized to sell land identified for disposal in the Las Vegas Valley, and to use the proceeds to acquire land throughout the state and pay for projects in Clark County.

This process is conducted each year and this call for nominations signals the initiation of the fourth time it has been executed.  In the first three rounds of nominations and approvals, more than $187 million was allocated for the acquisition of 45 properties, 99 capital improvement projects, 29 park, trail and natural area development projects and the further development of the Clark County Multi-Species Habitat Conservation Plan.
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Nominations will be considered if there is a willing seller, if a federal land use plan calls for its acquisition, and if any public safety or other liability issues present on the property can be mitigated.  Over the next several months, the nominations in all categories will be assessed for public benefits and ranked in a priority order.  This process includes two public comment periods.  A recommendation for the fourth round should be ready for presentation to the Secretary of the Interior in summer of 2003.

The Southern Nevada Public Land Management Act provides that 85 percent of the revenue generated by land sales or exchanges in the Las Vegas Valley be deposited into a Special Account that is then available to the Secretary of the Interior for land purchases in Nevada, and for certain projects in Clark County.  The remaining 15 percent goes to state and local government.  The Secretary may use the funds in the Special Account for:

-- Acquisition from willing sellers of environmentally sensitive land in Nevada, with priority given to lands within Clark County.

-- Capital improvements at Lake Mead National Recreation Area, Desert National Wildlife Refuge, Spring Mountain National Recreation Area, Red Rock Canyon National Conservation Area, and other areas administered by the BLM in Clark County.

-- Development of a multi-species habitat conservation plan in Clark County.

-- Development of parks, trails, and natural areas in Clark County pursuant to a cooperative agreement with a unit of local government.

-- Reimbursement of costs incurred by the BLM in arranging sales or exchanges under the Act.

The Act grants the Secretary of the Interior and the Secretary of Agriculture the authority to rule on whether land proposed for acquisition is ‘environmentally sensitive,’ defined in the Act as:

... land that would promote the preservation of natural, scientific, aesthetic, historical, cultural, watershed, wildlife and other values contributing to the public enjoyment and biological diversity; enhance recreational opportunities and public access; provide the opportunity to achieve better management of public land through consolidation of federal ownership; or otherwise serve the public interests.
Detailed information on the process, nomination package requirements, and approved land acquisitions and projects may be obtained through the Southern Nevada Project Office of the Bureau of Land Management, 4701 North Torrey Pines Drive, Las Vegas, NV  89130 (telephone 702-515-5168).
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