[image: image1.png]U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT





BLM News
NEVADA STATE OFFICE NO. 2003-73

FOR RELEASE:  August 1, 2003

CONTACT:  Jo Simpson at 775-861-6586

NORTH DOUGLAS COUNTY LAND SALE


The Federal District Court in Washington, D.C., has denied Carson City’s motion for preliminary injunction or a temporary restraining order to stop the sale of 144 acres of public land in northern Douglas County.  The Court will issue an order on Monday that allows the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) to go forward with the sale.  The buyer, however, will not be able to receive title to the land until the Court rules on the merits of the case.  A final ruling is expected in late October.  The sale will occur on August 6 at 10 a.m. at the Douglas County Administration Building in Minden.

“We are pleased that the court has denied the request for a temporary restraining order,” said BLM State Director Bob Abbey.  “We believe that the public interest is best served by holding a competitive sale to dispose of the property into private ownership.”

The BLM carried out extensive planning, analysis and coordination with local governments and the public over the past three years to prepare for the sale of the Douglas County land.  Land use planning is an open public process with numerous public notices and news media stories to inform everyone concerned.  Carson City took advantage of many opportunities to participate in the BLM and Douglas County joint planning process, which began in the spring 2000.

Sale of land is the priority disposal method for public lands in Nevada.  The BLM conducts auctions twice a year for land in the Las Vegas Valley.  Sales of public land are in the planning stages for Elko and Lyon Counties, and a sale recently was completed in Mesquite.
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NORTH DOUGLAS COUNTY LAND SALE – 2222


The BLM’s ability to offer lands for sale in less populated rural areas of the state has been hindered by a lack of funds to cover sale preparation costs.  The proceeds from the North Douglas land sale will provide seed money for other public land sale offerings and acquisitions throughout the State.
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