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Reno’s Own Rides Wild Horse into Maturity

RENO -- What started out as puppy love has grown into a mature relationship.  Rhonda says when she first looked into Caesar’s soft brown eyes, it was love at first sight.  Now the two have been nearly inseparable for a dozen years and their love for each other continues to grow daily.


Rhonda Serr, now a 23-year-old University of Nevada - Reno graduate, fell in love with Caesar when he was only about five-weeks-old.  Caesar, a wild mustang off the Nellis Range in Southern Nevada, was one of nearly 350 rescued off the range in 1991.  It was another spring without rain and the wild horses were beginning to foal, but the mares were abandoning their babies because they no longer could produce milk.


The federal Bureau of Land Management (BLM) initiated an emergency gather, begging the public to help save the wild horses.  About 200 orphan foals were brought to Reno for adoption, or even foster parenting, until the foals could make it on their own.


Eileen Serr, Rhonda’s mother, thought taking care of the colts would be a good project for the family.  The original intention was to take care of two colts, Caesar and Mustang the Mustang, until they were healthy enough to make it on their own, but love got in the way, as it often does.


The family couldn’t stand the thought of releasing the colts back to the BLM, or anyone else for that matter, so in August 1991, they formally adopted the animals.
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“We spent endless hours taming, grooming, picking up feet and getting them used to being handled,” Paul Serr, Rhonda’s father, said.  “We were pretty much going into the whole thing blind, so we bought books to learn as much as we could.”


Paul says the two mustangs were skinny, but strong.  “They were both sick at first, but then they gained their strength. Caesar took longer to get to know.  You could literally see the fear in his eyes,” Paul remembers.


Mustang the Mustang eventually went to another family in Spanish Springs, northeast of Reno.  “I believe the family renamed him Apache,” Eileen recalls.


Rhonda says she likes Caesar best, but bawled her eyes out when Mustang the Mustang had to leave.


Soon Caesar, Paul and Rhonda were becoming quite the team in the arena.  In 1996, Rhonda and Caesar tried out for the Reno Rodeo Flag Team and made the team.  Rhonda was now 16 and Caesar was five.  “He was still afraid of people, noise and the flags,” she recalls.  “He threw a major fit.  The first two nights of the rodeo were rough, but he soon got used to all the commotion.”


Soon Caesar and Rhonda were competing in high school rodeos for the Washoe County High School Rodeo Club.  Rhonda graduated from Reno’s Proctor Hug High School in 1998. “Everything I asked Caesar to do he carried out with ease,” Rhonda says.  “He seemed to enjoy the competition.”


Caesar and Rhonda have ridden in parades, including the UNR Homecoming Parade, and the Reno Rodeo.  Then in 2002, the pair tried out to become the American flag bearers at the Reno Rodeo and were selected for the great honor.  “It gave me the chills every time I saw Rhonda carry that flag into the rodeo,” Eileen says.  “Rhonda was the shyest little girl you can 
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imagine before Caesar came along.  Then they started to rodeo together and it brought her out of her shell.  All we wanted to do was save two wild colts.  We didn’t know at the time what it would do for us along the way.”


In September, Rhonda and Caesar will endure the first separation of their lives when Rhonda departs for the University of Washington for Occupational Therapy school.  “My youth was given to this horse and I couldn’t have had a better way to spend that time,” Rhonda said. “Through the years I’ve gained a partner and friend for life.”
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To Contact Rhonda Serr, call 775-232-3984 or 775-329-2704

The BLM has digital photos available to support this story.  Call the numbers listed above for photos.

EDITOR’S NOTE:  BLM Nevada offers wild horses and burros for adoption July 20, at the Reno Livestock Events Center.  For adoption information go to www.wildhorseandburro.blm.gov or call 1-866-4-MUSTANGS.  BLM has prepared a series of news releases geared to the adoption and the first Western States Wild Horse and Burro Expo which is being run in conjunction with the wild horse adoption.  The celebration of the wild horse begins at 6 p.m. Friday, July 18.  It is free and open to the public.  Go to www.wildhorseandburroexpo.com for more information on the show and expo. 

