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Fortner to Head BLM Minerals Division

Reno, Nev.—A manager and geologist with the Bureau of Land Management’s (BLM) Washington Office has been named the Deputy State Director of the Division of Minerals Management for Nevada.  Del Fortner is currently the manager of the national fluid minerals program.  He has more than 28 years of experience at every level of the organization, as well as experience in private industry as a mining geologist, and with the U.S. Geological Service and the Minerals Management Service.


Fortner’s Nevada duties will include managing the largest mining law administration program in BLM with the most mining operators and more than half of all the mining claims in the BLM.  Fortner will provide policy and program analysis to the state director, as well as guidance for fluid and solid minerals exploration and production, including environmental and surface protection.


“Del has the experience to be an effective leader for Nevada’s minerals program,” said BLM State Director Bob Abbey.  “His credentials and his reputation in the industry make him a real asset, particularly for the energy-related programs such as oil and gas, and geothermal resources.”


Fortner has worked at the BLM’s Washington Office since 1994.  He led an initiative to review the BLM onshore oil and gas program.  He began his BLM career in the Ely District and has worked for the BLM as a geologist in New Mexico, Oklahoma, Texas, Montana, North Dakota, South Dakota and California.


Fortner fills the position recently vacated by the retirement of Tom Leshendok.
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The BLM Nevada manages nearly more than 57 million acres of subsurface mineral estate in Nevada; oversees the largest hard rock mining program in the Bureau; and leases nearly 2 million acres for oil production, producing roughly 570,000 barrels a year.  Public lands in Nevada are expected to gain prominence with the increasing demand for geothermal, wind and solar renewable energy sources.
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