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BLM Awards Scholarships to Reno-Area Graduates

The Nevada Bureau of Land Management (BLM) recently awarded $2,500 college scholarships to two Reno-area high school graduates from the Class of 2003.

Jessica Campbell graduated from the I Can Do Anything Charter School, and will attend Truckee Meadows Community College to pursue a degree in environmental science and natural resource management.

Brian Casci graduated from Sparks High School, and will attend the University of Nevada, Reno, to major in agriculture and applied economics.  He says he would eventually like to work in the field of wildlife management.

The $2,500 scholarships will help pay for the students’ first academic year of college tuition, fees and books.  Both Jessica and Brian will be assigned to work as Student Career Experience Program (SCEP) trainees at a BLM field office during their Summer and Christmas breaks from school.  After one year as SCEP students, they will also be eligible for tuition assistance of $1,500 per year for tuition, fees and books.


If they complete their studies and graduate with bachelor of science degrees in a natural resources field, and if they successfully complete all of the requirements for SCEP students, they will be eligible for a recommendation from the BLM for a full-time federal position.
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Jessica and Brian competed with two other Reno-area high school seniors for the scholarships.  A panel of three BLM employees judged the four application packets.  In order to compete for the scholarship, each student was required to submit: 

-- A letter of interest indicating why they should receive the scholarship.

-- Letters of recommendation from their high schools.

-- A letter of acceptance for admission to a college or university.

-- High school transcripts.

-- Course schedules for the Fall Semester of 2003.
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