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Public Land Foundation Honors Elko Manager

Reno, Nev.- An assistant manager at the Bureau of Land Management’s (BLM) Elko Field Office has been named the “Outstanding Public Lands Professional” by the Public Land Foundation.  According to Foundation President George Lea, the national award is for recognition of special professional achievement and courage, not simply good performance.


Clint Oke, assistant field manager for renewable resources in the Elko office, was presented the award at a special ceremony in Washington, D.C.  This is the second year in a row that the Public Land Foundation has given a BLM Nevada manager its top award.  In 2001, the award was presented to Craig McKinnon, former field station manager in Tonopah.


Oke (pronounced Oak) is recognized for his leadership and perseverance to resolve grazing issues on the Little Humboldt Allotment.  Decades of season-long grazing had degraded stream habitat important to supporting the threatened Lahontan cutthroat trout. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service had issued a biological assessment outlining recovery objectives for the trout in streams in the South Fork Little Humboldt River Basin. 


It was necessary to temporarily close the basin to livestock grazing.  The livestock permittee took the BLM to court and a few years of legal wrangling ensued.  Oke’s guidance and patience motivated the BLM staff to do the appropriate monitoring and data 
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collection necessary to show why the changes were necessary.  Oke also kept the lines of communication open with the Fish and Wildlife Service, Department of the Interior solicitors and the rancher throughout the process. 


A key element to Oke’s success in reaching an agreement with the permittee to change the grazing prescription was in finding other places for the livestock when the basin was temporarily closed to grazing.  As a result, the rancher agreed to dismiss pending litigation that he had filed in the case.


The Public Land Foundation is the only national membership organization dedicated solely to the protection and perpetuation of the Nation’s public lands under the administration of the BLM.  It is a nonprofit group whose members are private individuals and organizations and retired and active BLM employees.
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