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BLM Grazing Policy Workshop

Reno, Nev.--The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) is looking for a few good ideas about how to promote sustainable ranching and sustainable landscapes.  In an effort to generate innovation into grazing policy, the BLM would like to increase options for ranchers to enhance their role as stewards of the public lands, as well as develop more flexibility in managing the public rangelands to improve productivity.

Public land users are encouraged to share their ideas at a grazing policy workshop or via email at the BLM’s website.  The workshop will be held at the Winnemucca Convention Center, 50 West Winnemucca Blvd., on Thursday, April 24, at 6:30 p.m.  Information about proposed policy changes and a link to sending e-mail comments is available at the BLM Nevada website www.nv.blm.gov.

Potential policy changes would complement proposed changes the BLM is considering for its grazing regulations.  Key ideas for discussion include conservation partnerships, reserve common allotments, voluntary allotment restructuring, conservation easements and Endangered Species Act mitigation.


Common reserve allotments would be a new kind of grazing unit, created with ranchers cooperatively and voluntarily, to help ranchers who temporarily cannot use their permits for various reasons.  Grazing permittees could use reserve allotments while their regular allotments undergo range improvement.


Conservation partnership is the idea that a grazing permit holder, on a strictly voluntary basis, could enter into a performance-based contract with the BLM.  Performance-based actions could include 
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restoring stream banks and wetlands or improving wildlife or fisheries habitat, among other things.  In return, the permittee would be eligible for stewardship grants, management flexibility within certain prescribed limits, and the potential for increased livestock grazing made possible by success in conservation efforts.


Voluntary allotment restructuring would merge the grazing allotments of two permittees.  One permittee would graze the newly combined area and the other permittee temporarily would not graze.  The net result would be lighter grazing use over the entire area, improving range conditions.


Conservation easement acquisition, or obtaining voluntary land-use restrictions under an exchange system, and endangered species mitigation are two other ideas the BLM is considering for policy changes.  New concepts raised by the public are also welcome.


The BLM Nevada manages more than 45 million acres of rangelands in 800 grazing allotments used by 550 permittees.
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