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Adopted Horse Takes Part in Movie

Walt Gentry of Mt. Vernon, Illinois, and his adopted wild horse Mercedes can be seen in the movie Gods and Generals that opens February 21 in theaters across the country.

Before Gentry adopted Mercedes, she was a wild free-roaming horse near Paradise Valley managed by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) Winnemucca field office in Nevada.  She was removed from the public rangelands by the BLM, which manages the herds in order to assure there is adequate forage and water to support a viable wild horse herd.  Mercedes was prepared for adoption at the National Wild Horse and Burro Center at Palomino Valley, just 20 miles north of Sparks, Nevada

Since 1991, Walt has adopted 27 horses mainly out of Nevada with just a handful coming from Wyoming, Utah, Colorado and California.  Walt and partner Jeff Williams are usually a part of the 6th Illinois Calvary Company D re-enactors unit of Mt. Vernon, Illinois.  Both men also rode their horses in the movie The Greatest Adventure of My Life.  Walt participates in teaching others how to train and gentle wild horses.

Gods and Generals is a prequel to Gettysburg that begins in 1861 and continues through 1863 with the Battle of Chancellorsville.  It looks back at the Civil War, America’s bloodiest battle in which more than 620,000 lives were lost.  Gods and Generals also tells the story of the wives and families who were forced to assume responsibility at home, often in cities that are in direct attack from the opposition, such as the Battle of Fredericksburg, that reflects the spirit, courage and anxiety of those who were left behind.

You can see Mercedes in the Cavalry charge behind Jeb Stuart and the Confederate troops.  To find Mercedes look for a bald faced bay with a roach mane.  (Most of her face is white and the mane has been clipped short like a butch haircut).  Her mane is the only one that is trimmed short throughout the movie.  On her left side you can see her freeze mark. 

The freeze brand identifies that Mercedes is a former wild horse.  The BLM uses the straight line and angle symbols based on the International Alpha Angle System.  Each horse carries a unique freeze mark that contains its registered organization, year of birth, and individual 
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registration number.  After a horse is marked, its registration number is recorded and maintained indefinitely in the BLM’s database.  The freeze mark technique is simple, painless and inexpensive.  The hair on the left side of the animal’s neck is clipped and washed with alcohol and then the mark is applied with an iron that has been chilled in liquid nitrogen.

For individuals interested in adopting, wild horses are regularly up for adoption at the BLM’s National Wild Horse and Burro Center at Palomino Valley, which is open Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., except for Federal holidays.  From Interstate 80, take exit 18 and follow Pyramid Way (State Route 445) north about 20 miles to Ironwood Road.  Turn east on Ironwood to reach the corrals and office.  The phone number is (775) 475-2222.  

Applications for adoption are available at www.wildhorseandburro.blm.gov. Descriptions of Herd Management Areas may be viewed at the Nevada wild horse and burro site, which is linked to this national wild horse Internet site.  Photos of Walt and Mercedes have also be posted on the Nevada website.
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