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Rangeland Ecologist Selected for Great Basin Restoration Position


A rangeland ecologist from Boise, Idaho, will lead the Bureau of Land Management’s (BLM) efforts to restore ecological health in the Great Basin area of Nevada, Idaho, Utah, Oregon and California.


Mike Pellant, 50, was selected for the position by BLM’s Nevada State Director Bob Abbey.


Pellant has worked for the BLM since 1976 as a rangeland conservationist and rehabilitation specialist in Moab, Utah, and Boise, as well as his most recent job in the agency’s Idaho State Office as a rangeland ecologist.


“Mike brings the right combination of experience and knowledge to the job,” Abbey said.  “He is widely respected for his skills in rangeland ecology and restoration.  His selection brings credibility and a reputation for hard work to our efforts to work with others in restoring health to the Great Basin.”


The Great Basin’s ecological health has deteriorated at an alarming rate in the last few decades as annual weed species from outside the United States now dominate at least 25 million acres in the area.  The invasive species, primarily cheatgrass, have little nutritional value for wildlife or livestock.  They also add to the Great Basin’s fire problem, since they dry early, burn readily and carry fire well.


“We can’t eliminate the invasive species,” Pellant said.  “But we can develop strategies to maintain land that is healthy and restore degraded land.  We need to reduce the ecological and economic consequences of these disturbances.”
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Pellant holds a bachelor’s degree in biology from Fort Hays State University and a master’s degree in range science from the same school.  He is an active member in the Society for Range Management and received that organization’s national “Outstanding Achievement Award” two years ago.  He is the author or co-author of more than 20 restoration-related technical and scientific publications, and currently serves as an adjunct faculty member at Boise State University. 


The BLM’s effort is formally called the “Great Basin Restoration Initiative” (GBRI).   Pellant said that working with communities and other interest groups will be a key to GBRI’s success.


“Some research says that we may be losing up to 4,000 acres a day to invasive species.  Obviously, it’s a long-term problem that will take more than the efforts of one agency to reverse,” Pellant said.  “We need to work together to restore plant communities that will resist weeds and wildfires and will promote sustainable use and enjoyment of the Great Basin.  We can’t afford to wait.”


Pellant will direct GBRI from BLM’s state office in Boise.
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