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BLM Sells Impounded Livestock

Reno, Nev.—The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) sold 232 impounded livestock to three successful bidders.  The BLM received bids from 15 bidders.  The total amount paid for all of the livestock was $59,262.  The livestock were sold in four lots: cow/calf pairs sold for $402/head; dry cows sold for $255/head; yearling calves sold for $329/head; and bulls sold for $400/head.

The livestock were impounded in trespass on public lands in Pine Valley, south of Carlin, Nev.  The owners of the livestock, Mary and Carrie Dann, lost their grazing permit to put livestock on public lands in 1995.  The Western Shoshone sisters claim ownership of portions of the public lands and have had an ongoing grazing dispute with the BLM for nearly 30 years.

The Danns took their land ownership claim to United States courts, including the Supreme Court, but the courts ruled against the Danns claims.  The BLM will abide by the courts rulings and manage the public rangelands.  The Danns have placed excessive numbers of cattle and horses on the public lands near their privately-owned ranch.  The overuse of the rangeland is causing severe degradation, much of it tramped down to dirt and inedible weeds.

The impounded livestock were gathered from rangelands over the mountain from the Dann Ranch where they were consuming forage belonging to a rancher with a grazing permit.  The overuse in that area was also causing degradation of the rangeland.

The BLM followed its administrative process in giving the owners of the livestock notice they were in trespass, notice of intent to impound their livestock and notice of intent to sell their livestock.
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