BLM News Release

Federal agencies seek comment on construction of transmission line

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: March 24, 2003

CONTACT: Phillip Guerrero, 702-515-5046

LAS VEGAS --- The Bureau of Land Management (BLM), Bureau of Reclamation (USBR) and Western Area Power Administration (Western) are seeking public comment on the scope of analysis for a proposal by the Nevada Power Company to construct a 500kV transmission line.  The line would begin at the Harry Allen Substation near the Apex Industrial area north of Las Vegas running south to the existing Mead Substation near Boulder City.


The federal agencies are hosting an open house to discuss the proposed transmission line from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. Wednesday (April 2) at the Henderson Convention Center, 200 South Water Street Henderson, Nevada. The public comment period will run from Wednesday (April 2) to May 5.


The proposed transmission line would be located in land designated as a utility corridor in BLM’s Las Vegas Resource Management Plan. It would parallel two existing 500kV transmission lines for all but 4 miles in the north and about 4 miles in the south.  The transmission line right-of-way would be 200 feet wide and about 48 miles long.  Of the 48 miles, about 32 miles would be on public lands administered by the BLM, eight miles on USBR land, five miles of Western land, and three miles on private land.


The proposed transmission line would have minor involvement with floodplains including the Las Vegas wash near Henderson and several unnamed washes at various locations for the length of the proposed route.

As the lead federal agency, the BLM will prepare an Environmental Assessment (EA) that considers the proposal as submitted by Nevada Power as well as other alternatives.  The purpose of the Open House is to provide additional information concerning the proposal and to solicit issues and concerns that need to be addressed in the assessment.  Representatives of the federal agencies and Nevada Power will be available at the Open House to answer questions.
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