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DD: 05/15/2003

Program Area: Fluid Minerals – Oil and Gas Operations

Purpose: As part of the Oil and Gas Technology Partnership for Federal Lands between the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) and the Department of Energy (DOE), the Fluid Minerals Group (WO-310) encourages all State and Field Offices to consider ideas for oil and gas related research projects that are designed to improve access for oil and gas operations on public land. Each research idea must address some aspect of environmental protection. We are interested in funding research that is consistent with the following themes:

· shortens preparation time or supports National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) analyses and Land Use Plans,

· tests the sufficiency or opportunities to modify conditions of approval and lease stipulations,

· tests the actual impacts of oil and gas related activities (such as seismic exploration, drilling and production, and abandonment) and the responses of presumed impacted resources. 

A good example is research currently underway to determine the impacts of habitat fragmentation on sage grouse populations. The study will attempt to determine if sage grouse benefit from areas that are cleared of sage brush such as occurs along roads built for oil and gas development. 

Another example is research that evaluates the soil recovery rates on previous geophysical activities. The study will look at recovery rates from various vintages of old seismic lines and evaluate recovery in “increments” of about 10 years based on the age of the seismic lines. 

Funding for this research is available through a partnership BLM has established with (DOE).  Field Offices are asked to coordinate their submissions through their respective State Offices.

Policy/Action: In your submittals to WO-310, we ask that you provide a general description of your proposed research project.  At a minimum provide:

· A description of the proposed research with a statement of the hypothesis, methods of testing (scope and methods), and the objectives of the research (emphasize measurable results and the potential for widespread application);

· A statement of issues that will be addressed such as excessive seasonal closures;

· Participants in the proposed work and their respective roles and responsibilities;

· Cost of the research (identifying funds requested from the DOE Partnership and any other contributed funds available to the research);

· Schedule for the project;

· Deliverable product or products; and

· BLM point-of-contact.

DOE can assist in developing the research design and scope of work of the selected projects. We are looking for research ideas at this point.

In a departure from previous years, we may fund proposals with total Partnership costs up to $300,000 (to be distributed in approximately equal increments as appropriate over the life of the research) and lasting up to three years. Multi-year research will be evaluated annually for progress toward a useful product. Contributed funds from internal and external sources can be used to increase the scope of research and the total cost. Contributed funds will have a positive influence on research eligibility.  Another positive influence on project eligibility would be the applicability of the research results to oil and gas field operations in other BLM Field Offices or other agencies.  In fact, we encourage offices to expand their research ideas to include as broad an area as possible and to include other field offices, States, and agencies. Jim Burd, WO-310 will assist upon request with contacts in U.S. Forest Service.

Keep in mind that Partnership funding cannot be used to pay salaries of any Federal employees (BLM, Forest Service, U.S. Geological Survey, etc.), to fund inherently BLM work (example would be preparing planning or environmental documents), or to primarily buy capital equipment (example would be computers).  BLM offices are encouraged to utilize the DOE National Laboratories, local companies, groups, universities, or Federal and non-Federal agencies in collaborating and conducting research.

Background: DOE and BLM established an Oil and Gas Technology Partnership for Federal Lands in 1998.  The mission of this Partnership is to maximize the recovery of oil and gas on onshore Federal lands while assuring effective environmental protection through research and development as well as technology transfer.  Since then, DOE has funded a variety of research projects conducted by BLM Offices that have addressed issues faced by the petroleum industry when exploring and developing BLM-administered lands.  

DOE in consultation with WO-310 is changing the basic guidelines for selecting research for future funding. Longer-term research with broad application (multiple offices and agencies) that test restrictive assumptions and that support NEPA and planning analyses are now being sought. 

Timeframe: Submit ideas for oil and gas related research projects to WO-310 by COB 

May 15, 2003.  We intend to make project selections by the end of June and have funds in place and authorize work by early September 2003.

Budget Impact: None.

Manual/Handbook Sections Affected: None.

Coordination: DOE and WO-310 will jointly review your research proposals and rank them for eligibility.  

Contact: If you have any questions, contact Jim Burd, WO-310 at (202) 452-5017.
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