UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240

February 28, 2003

In Reply Refer To:

3860 (320) P

Affects MS 3860 et seq.

EMS TRANSMISSION 03/10/2003

Instruction Memorandum No. 2003-104       

Expires:  09/30/2004

To:

All State Directors

From:

Assistant Director, Minerals, Realty, and Resource Protection

Subject:
Language Change for the ASubject to@ on Placer Claim Mineral Patents - the Lode Exception.

ISSUE: The Solicitor has reviewed the current language of the lode exception and finds it ambiguous and contradictory.  They have recommended the language to be used as given below.

BACKGROUND: Given in the issue section above.

POLICY: The lode exception language will be as follows:

A1.  This conveyance is restricted in its exterior limits to the boundaries of the described land, and

 2.  Any vein or lode deposits that were known to exist within the boundaries of the described premises on (date of application filing), are expressly excepted and excluded from this patent (30 U.S.C. 37).@
MANUALS/HANDBOOKS AFFECTED:   3860 AMineral Patent Applications:@ 3863 APlacer Mining Claim Patent Applications;@ and H-3860-1 AMineral Patent Application Processing.@  These Manuals and Handbooks will be revised this year to incorporate this language change.

IMPLEMENTATION AND SCHEDULE:   Immediate.

COORDINATION:
Through the Solids Group (WO 320).

2

BUDGET IMPLICATIONS:   None.


CONTACT PERSON(S):   Roger Haskins, Senior Specialist for Mining Law Adjudication at 202-452-0355 or Barbara Gauthier-Warinner at 202-452-0398.
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Authenticated by:

John Broderick




Barbara J. Brown

Acting Assistant Director
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