Silver Peak Herd Management Area
Esmeralda County, Nevada

Location/Habitat

The Silver Peak Herd Management Area (HMA) is situated between the towns of Silver Peak,
and Dyer, Nevada, in Esmeralda County. The area consists of 186,000 acres and encompasses an
area 29 miles long and 22 miles wide. Elevations range from 9,450 feet on Piper Peak to a low
of 4,323 feet south of the town of Silver Peak. The area receives 3 inches of annual precipitation
in the valley bottoms and up to 16 inches on the mountain tops.

Vegetation
The salt desert shrub vegetation type dominates the broad valleys on the alluvial fans and lower

foothills in the lower elevation areas. The black greasewood vegetation type is restricted to
Clayton Valley and is dominated by black greasewood which indicates a high water table. The
sagebrush vegetation type occurs in mountains and hills and the pinyon-juniper woodlands
vegetation type is present in the mountains.

Herd Description

All wild horses were removed due to drought conditions in July-August 1996. In September
1997, a total of nine adult horses were counted in this area. It is believed these nine horses
migrated to this area from the adjacent Paymaster/Lone Mountain HMA.




