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FUELS TREATMENT PROJECT INCLUDES FIRE, AERIAL TREATMENT

The Little Humboldt Fuels Treatment Project is completed. The project included the use of
controlled burning and an aerial application of herbicide to treat large stands of sagebrush about
four miles west of Midas, Nevada.

The purpose of the project is to reduce the risk of wildfire and to improve wildlife habitat
diversity by breaking up the large block, thick canopy cover sagebrush. About 500 acres was
controlled burned in the project area during the week of October 6",

Joe Freeland, BLM Elko Fire Management Officer, discussed the controlled burn. “We
burned the 500-acre block in two phases. The second phase was postponed several days in order to
accommodate hunters in the area. While we don’t intentionally plan to conduct prescribed burning
activities during hunting season, our fall window of opportunity when the conditions are right is
very narrow. We burned at night to take advantage of increased nighttime humidity. *

The second phase of the project was dropping pellets of Spike 20 from an airplane
immediately adjacent to the burned area.

BLM Elko Field Office Wildlife Biologist Kevin Albrecht explained, “Spike 20 is an
herbicide that mainly affects sage brush and woody plant species. It does not affect grass, wildlife,
or people. If applied lightly, it thins sagebrush, if put on heavily it kills it all. We used it lightly —
about 1.5 pounds per acre - on about 700 acres. By using it lightly it allows the native grass under
story to come back. Some of the benefits of using it are that it does not affect cultural resources and
it is cost effective to treat a large area of sagebrush.”

Albrecht continued. “Typically we put it on during the fall so that it gets the winter
moisture which causes it to dissolve and work on the sagebrush. It can take up to 7 seven years to
work, so we’ll begin monitoring next spring, although we may not see much effect next year.”

For more information about this or other upcoming burning or fuels treatments projects,

contact Tom Reid at the Elko BLM Office at (775) 753-0200.
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