EMVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT EA Number: NV - 2H14-070

FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT/DECISION RECORD

Decision: It is my decision to authorize the sale of 71 parcels consisting of
approximately 2,532.01 acres by public auction, on June 2, 2004, Mitigation measures
identified for the praposed action in the attached environmental assessment will be
formulated into stipulations of the patent where applicable. This decision incorporates by
reference all stipulations identified in the environimental assessment.

Additionally terms and cenditions contained in the biological opinion for 360-acre parcel
located in T. 23 5., K. 61 E., Section 7, to be received from U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service prior ta the sale, will alsa be formulated into stipulations of the patent where
applicable.

FONSI: | have reviewed this environmental assessment (EA) including the explanation
aned resolution of any potentially significant environmentsl impacts, 1 have determined
that the peoposad action with the miligation measures as deseribed will not have any
signiticant impacts on the human environment and that an EIS is not required. Tt is my
decision to proceed with the public land sale and ensure the mitigation measures
wlentified below and these contained in the attached EA are followed.

Rationale for the Decision: The decision to proceed with the public land sale docs not
result in any undue or unnecessary environmental degradation. T have determined that

the proposed action is in conformance with the 1998 RMP, FLPMA, SNPLMA, and other
applicable federzl public land laws and regulations.

Sales are exempt from air conformity determinations 40 CFIL 93-133(e){Z)(xiv),
“lransfers of ownership, interests, and btles in land, facilitics and real and personal
properties, regacdless of the form or methad of the transfer,” Complete disclosure of
expected impacts are provided in the attached EA.

The sale of public lands in the Las Vegas Valley is also consistent with the intent of
Congress 1o dispose of federal public land in the Las YVegas Valley in an orderly manner
and in conformance with local land vse requirements and recommendations under
SMPLMA. The sale of these parcels is also consistent with the lacal government
planning and through the joint selection process as identified in SNPLMA. Each parcel
ws reviewed and approved for disposal by local community representatives, based on
cammumity development plans.

ElA defines an action to have a regionally signilicant impact iF air emissions will excecd
10% of the total regional emissions budget for a criteria pollutant. The regionally
significant threshelds are approximately 17,800 tons/ye for PM10 and 12, L) tonsdyr for
0 based on the total budgets identified in cach SIP. Estimated total emissions lor Uhe
development of 2,532,010 acres of land {assuming 18-year development period for the
Henderson parcels and S-yesr development for the remaining lands), arc increased by
93.72 tons/vear PMog [or the Grst 3 years amd 64.77 tons/year for the remaining | 3 vears,
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and an overall inerease in CO of 1,319,118 tons over the 1 8-year development period, well
below the 10% threshold (see page 22 of the EA). Therefore, impacts from BLM actions
are unlikely o become regionally signilicant.

The EPA recently designated Clark County as a basic non-attainment area for Ozone,
cffective, hine 15, 2004, Since Clark County must implement a ozone precursor
emission control program before 2009, it is reasonable to conclude that the indirect
impacts o ozone from BLM's proposed land sales will be more than offset by EPA’s
required mitigation measures before June 2008, This 15 bevawsc at most, indirect
contributions to oxane formation due w increase precursor emissions (such as additional
motor vehicle miles teaveled) cesulting from BLM land sales are not likely to be the
largest contributors to ozone in Clark County. Given substantial cegianal transport from
areas outside Clark County, the indirect impacts of BLM's land sales will not be major
comlributars to ozone impacts, (Sce EA pages 23-24 for additional information)

The SNWA has implemeanted multiple strategies to obrain additional water supplies to
meet the demands of future growth, 1) SNWA holds rights to tens of thousands of acre-
feet of ground water in undeveloped areas. 2) Efforts arc currently underway to negotiate
an increase in the amount ol water withdrawn from the Colorado Eiver. 3) SNWA has
banked significant quantitias of surplus Colorada River water, 4) SNWA hopes to
dramatically decrease the 2.5 acre-feet per year, based on conservation measures. 5)
SNWA has enough water rights to meet the near-term needs up to the vear 2014, {See
page 23 of the EA)

All other resource impacts as identified in the EA are considered insignificant.
Mitigation Measures/Remarks:

1. The patentecs will be required to comply with the Clark County Multi-
Speaies Habitat Conservation Plan

2. The patents will b issued subject ta valid and existing rights
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