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Firefighting Agencies Move to Counter Loss of Tankers

Reno, Nev.—Federal and state wildland fire fighting agencies are quickly moving to assess the equipment needs that have resulted from the loss of the use of 33 large air tankers.  The U.S. Forest Service, the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) and the Nevada Division of Forestry are reviewing existing capabilities, the availability of contract equipment and National Guard aviation resources to identify short term and long term needs for initial attack and large fire suppression.


The U.S. Forest Service and the Department of the Interior announced earlier this week that contracts for the air tankers would be terminated after a National Transportation Safety Board report indicated there is no method in place to adequately ensure the safety and airworthiness of the aging aircraft.


The tragic loss of two large air tankers, pilots and crew in 2002 resulted in a reduction in the use of air tankers during the 2003 wildfire season.  Operational adjustments were successfully made last year with additional pre-positioning of suppression resources, increasing equipment and staff, and initiating fire restrictions during times of high fire danger.  The agencies are striving to make additional adjustments that will augment and support firefighters in the safe and efficient suppression of wildland fire.
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Through the National Fire Plan, many positive actions are being taken to reduce fire fuels and educate private landowners about creating defensible space around their property.  Nevada’s five Fire Safe Councils are working with fire fighting agencies to help communities reduce fire fuels and to build up fire fighting capabilities.


Every citizen and visitor to Nevada can help reduce danger of wildland fire by using caution to not start a wildfire and to create defensible space around their property.

-30-

