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BLM to Participate in DOE Scoping Meetings
The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) will participate in five Department of Energy-sponsored public scoping meetings scheduled in May.  The open houses will address the building of a rail line to connect the repository site at Yucca Mountain to an existing rail line.
The open house-format meetings are scheduled as follows: 
Monday, May 3, Longstreet Inn & Casino, State Route 373, Amargosa Valley; Tuesday, May 4, Goldfield Community Center, 301 Cook Street, Goldfield; Wednesday, May 5, Caliente Youth Center, U.S. Highway 93, Caliente; Wednesday, May 12, University of Nevada-Reno, Lawlor Event Center, 15th and N. Virginia Streets, Reno; 
Monday, May 17, Cashman Center, 850 Las Vegas Boulevard North, Las Vegas.
All sessions run from 4 to 8 p.m.
The BLM also plans to sponsor public meetings on the proposed withdrawal application, as published in the BLM’s Dec. 29, 2003 Federal Register notice.  Thirty days notice will be given prior to the meetings, tentatively slated for late June in Tonopah and Pioche.
The Caliente corridor is the Department of Energy’s preferred rail route to transport spent nuclear fuel and high-level radioactive waste to the proposed Yucca Mountain Nuclear 
Waste Repository in southern Nevada.  Since the proposed corridor crosses public land, the BLM could be required to amend four land use plans.  They are the Caliente and Schell Management Framework Plans and the Tonopah and Las Vegas Resource Management Plans.
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