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Select a Wild Horse or Burro to Adopt 

Saturdays, February 14 or 21
Palomino Valley, north of Sparks

During the next two Saturdays, you have an opportunity to select a wild horse or burro for adoption from the Bureau of Land Management’s (BLM) National Wild Horse and Burro Center at Palomino Valley.  The Center is open from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Sat., Feb.14 and on Sat., Feb. 21 for those who would like to view and adopt an animal.  Since some horses have not received the full complement of inoculations, adopters will need to make a weekday appointment for pick up after the horse is fully inoculated or return on Sat., March 13 for pickup.

The BLM is sponsoring the Saturday selection events because of the interest in animals from a recent gather at the Lahontan Herd Management Area (HMA) in Churchill County. However, wild horses from the Nevada Wild Horse Range and burros from the Blue Wing HMA are also available for adoption.

About 75 animals will be in the walk-up adoption pens on the two Saturdays.  If an adopter is interested in a specific animal in other pens, the BLM asks that he or she make an appointment so a staff member can drive them through the larger pens in the facility. Appointments should be made prior to Feb. 14 or 21 or on weekdays. 
Potential adopters may be approved in advance by BLM wild horse and burro specialists in their geographic area, or they may bring the application to Palomino Valley for screening and approval.  The application is available at www.wildhorseandburro.blm.gov.  Adoption will be on a first come, first served basis.  The adoption fee is $125 per animal.
The BLM facility is located 20 miles north of Sparks, Nevada, on the Pyramid Lake Highway (State Route 445).  About 1,200 wild horses and burros are currently in the corrals.
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If you adopt a stud at this adoption and wish to have him gelded, you may arrange with the BLM to have the contract veterinarian perform this operation at the Center at no cost.  If you adopt a male weanling and wish to have him gelded when he is older, you will receive a $50 gelding voucher.

All animals are vaccinated to prevent a variety of equine diseases, including West Nile virus and rabies.  Adopters receive complete health care records, so they can begin health care regimens with their own veterinarians.

A brand inspector and a veterinarian will prepare paperwork so the animals, once fully inoculated, can be transported across state lines.  Personnel at Palomino Valley Center will load out animals.  Stock trailers with side-swinging gates are preferred.  Fully enclosed two-horse trailers, with center dividers removed, are acceptable for wild burros and weanlings.

 BLM employees will halter and load the horses or burros for the adopter, but individuals should bring a halter and lead rope appropriate for the size and kind of animals adopted.

To qualify to adopt, an individual must be at least 18 years old; however, parents or guardians may adopt and allow younger family members to care for the animal.  Adopters must provide adequate feed, water and facilities to provide humane care for the number of animals requested.  You may not adopt if you have been convicted of inhumane treatment to animals.

For information on these animals, call the National Center at (775) 475-2222.  General information about the wild horse program is available by calling toll free to 1-866-4MUSTANGS or visiting the website at ww.wildhorseandburro.blm.gov.
-30-

