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Dean Baker Named Nevada’s Outstanding Rancher of the Year

Reno, Nev.--Eastern Nevada rancher Dean Baker was named Nevada’s Outstanding Rancher of the Year 

Friday at the Nevada Cattlemen’s Association’s annual meeting.  Receiving Outstanding Rancher

commendations were Sandy Brown, Paiute Meadows Ranch, near Winnemucca; and Silver State Industries,

Nevada State Prison Ranch, near Carson City.  The awards are presented by the Nevada Cattlemen’s Association,

Nevada Farm Bureau, Nevada Division of Agriculture and the Bureau of Land Management (BLM). 


Since 1959, Baker has served as president and principle owner of Baker Ranches, Inc., a cattle and farming

operation extending across the Nevada-Utah state line.  Helping Baker run the operation are his wife, Barbara,

and three sons, Craig, David and Tom.  The Bakers’ farm about 2,000 acres of alfalfa, barley and corn.

They also run about 2,000 head of cattle that summer on irrigated meadows and winter on desert land.


Baker adds the Outstanding Rancher of the Year award to other achievements, including Cattleman

of the Year, which he received in November 2002 for his service to agriculture.  Six years prior, he received

the Utah BLM’s stewardship award.


Nominees for Outstanding Rancher of the Year are evaluated on their conservation planning and resource

management objectives, as well as any innovative or unique management practices.  Nominees are also

evaluated on profitability and their participation in forums that share natural resource management

 information.  A tour of the nominee’s operation is also conducted.
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